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            The Pastor’s Pen 
                   a word from Pastor Bill Davis 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead,  
and in view of his appearing and his Kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message.  

Be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage  
with the utmost patience in teaching.  For the time is coming when people will not  

put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth  

and wander away to myths.  As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering,  
do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 
 
The 2003 movie, Shattered Glass, tells the true story of reporter Stephen Glass.  In the 90’s, 

Glass was a fast-rising star in journalism, contributing feature articles to such diverse publications 
as Rolling Stone, George, and The New Republic, and seeing his stories picked up by major newspa-
pers.  Still in his twenties, he had built a reputation as one of the most sought-after voices in power-
ful political circles.  And then it all came crashing down.  Adam Penenberg, a reporter for Forbes, 
became suspicious when he attempted to verify the details of one of Glass’ articles.  Penenberg dis-
covered that the sources Glass cited did not exist.  Forbes published an expose.  Further investiga-
tion into Glass’ writings revealed that 27 of his 41 featured articles contained partial if not complete 
fabrications.  He had gone so far as to create fake websites, business cards, and interview notes to 
validate false sources in support of phony stories.  The scandal proved what many already believed: 
you can’t trust everything you see in the news.  Since then, accusations of “fake news” have grown 
to epidemic proportions with all sides of the political spectrum taking turns as aggrieved accusers 
and indignant defendants.   

Recently, a prominent news network featured a story under this headline: “Christian student 
exposes pricey college textbook calling her a ‘white supremacist’.”  The story (which you can find 
here: www.shorturl.at/5hwcS) contends that a required textbook at a public state university labels 
Christians a “US-based white supremacist group.”  The Christian student was greatly offended by 
this.  She was also greatly mistaken.  The textbook was not referring to people who, like her, identi-
fy as Christian.  Rather, the section of the textbook in question was naming organizations currently 
identified as hate groups; among them, a group called “Christian Identity.”  Christian Identity is, in 
fact, a US-based white supremacist group just as the textbook says.  Adherents believe white Euro-
peans are the descendants of the Old Testament Israelites and that all people of color are the “beasts 
of the field” mentioned in Genesis.  They teach that modern-day Jews are the children of Satan and 
that Americans are the chosen people of God.  Christian Identity has inspired and/or defended acts 
of violence and terror including lynchings, bombings, and supremacist militia activities.  Further-
more, Christian Identity is not an obscure group of malcontents operating out of someone’s base-
ment.  Nor is it a new and passing fad.  A hundred years ago, Christian Identity members, Henry 
Ford and Ernest Liebold, published a series of writings called, “The International Jew: The World’s 
Problem,” that became an international best seller and was cited by Adolf Hitler as one of his great-
est inspirations.  Christian Identity is still in operation, fomenting hatred today. 
 There are at least two disturbing aspects of the textbook story that stand out.  The first is the reac-
tion of the student.  It is bad enough that a college-level student was so blinded by her personal of-
fense at what she perceived to be an attack on her beliefs that she failed to comprehend what she 
was reading.  But what makes this truly inexcusable is that when her error was pointed out to her by  
the university dean, rather than admitting her mistake, she submitted a video of her false claims to 
her favorite news network.  The second disturbing aspect of the story is the reaction of that network.  
They ran with it.  Professional news reporters broadcast blatantly false information that they could 
have fact checked in less than thirty seconds with a simple Google search.   

Continued on next page> 
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            The Pastor’s Pen 
                   a word from Pastor Bill Davis 

                      <Continued from previous page 
 
 

This is not journalistic integrity.  This is not pursuit of the truth.  And, sadly, this is not surpris-
ing.  The news network achieved exactly what they intended: outrage.  Christians responded to the story 
with howls of anger and threats of violence directed at the university, its dean, and its professors.  But 
there is something beyond mere journalistic incompetence, something that raises—or perhaps lowers—
this incident to an even more tragic level.  This is not Christian discernment.  This is not Christ-like at 
all.  Peter tells us that Christ himself provides us “an example, that you should follow in his steps.  ‘He 
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  When they hurled their insults at him, he did 
not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to the one who judges 
justly” (1 Peter 1:21-23).  The Word of God calls followers of Christ to “get rid of all bitterness, rage, 
and anger” (Ephesians 4:31).  Yet when the world calls Christians to embrace these very things, there 
are those in the church who answer the world’s call . . . with gusto.   
 An atmosphere of anger and fear is dangerous for the people of our country; it is disastrous for the 
people of God.  The church often bemoans the fact that young people don’t come to church.  If the 
church is spreading anger and fear, perhaps it is best that they don’t.  In 2 Peter 2, the apostle rails 
against false teachers because they “bring the way of truth into disrepute.  In their greed these teachers 
will exploit you with fabricated stories” (2 Peter 2:3, emphasis mine).  Too many Christians are too eas-
ily exploited with fabricated stories.  Too much of the church’s behavior brings the gospel into disre-
pute.  Jesus claimed to be the Truth and promised the Holy Spirit would lead us into truth.  We cannot 
claim that we love Jesus if we make no effort to seek the truth.  The Holy Spirit cannot transform us by 
the renewing of our minds if we allow our minds to be manipulated by the spirit of the world.   
 It is tempting to dismiss all this as a problem for society and maybe a problem for the institutional 
church.  But in so doing, we leave unchecked its pernicious presence in the local church.  Recently, I 
noticed that a pastor friend of mine had reshared on their social media page a misquote of a political fig-
ure.  I pointed out to them privately that the offensive quote was demonstrably false.  My colleague re-
sponded by telling me: “They may not have really said it, but I feel it accurately reflects their point of 
view.”  I suggested that if that were the actual case, then they could surely find an actual quote.  They 
did not respond, and the lie remains on their page.  Many people in the world readily employ misinfor-
mation in pursuit of their cause or even in pursuit of entertainment.  God’s people are called to be differ-
ent.  Yet, I—and I suspect, most long-time church goers—could cite examples of pain inflicted on the 
body of Christ by gossip within a congregation.   

It is not only the news networks who take the trading of unhelpful, disparaging, and even out-
right false information too lightly.  I have heard good Christians laughingly acknowledge their participa-
tion in gossip.  Do we not know that this puts us at odds with the God of the Bible?  God advises us: “A 
gossip betrays confidence, so avoid anyone who talks too much” (Proverbs 20:19), command us: “Do 
not pervert justice by siding with the crowd” (Exodus 23:2), and warns us: “Whoever slanders their 
neighbor in secret, I will silence” (Psalm 101:5).  In the New Testament, the Bible identifies gossip as 
evidence of a “depraved mind” and lists gossips alongside “God-haters” (Romans 1:28-30).  Friends, if 
we do not learn to pause and seek spiritual discernment, to question what we are told and confirm what 
is true, to choose the difficult path of humility and grace and eschew the easy path of offense and criti-
cism, we will find ourselves among those who bring the gospel into disrepute.   
 The passage at the top of this article is from our October 19 Lectionary reading.  It warns us not to 
traffic in words that tickle ears to please base desires.  It solemnly charges believers to resist that tempta-
tion and to proclaim a better word, the gospel message.  In a rising tide of deceit and misinformation, we 
resist by persistently identifying and rejecting lies and misrepresentation.  In a society that values politi-
cal victory above personal veracity, we resist by diligently striving for the truth.  In a culture of gossip 
and discord, we resist by following Jesus’ example of grace and peace.  May we at Conley’s carry out 
this ministry fully. 
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Philippians 4:4-7 says: “Rejoice, in the Lord always.  I will say it again: 
Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”   (emphasis is mine)  
 

While researching Thanksgiving and prayer, I came across a podcast 
on desiringgod.org with John Piper.  A lot of us are familiar with this 
scripture in Philippians, but Piper breaks it down in a way I haven’t 
thought about before. “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, pray.” The word everything is emphasized, be-
cause everything seems like a lot to take to God in prayer. Do we do 
as Paul says - praying about EVERY - THING? Are we living in con-
stant communion with God in thanksgiving and need?  God wants us 

to present our EVERY request and praise to Him.  He loves hearing from us!  Prayer puts us into 
contact with God, and when we pray, His peace is present, helping to alleviate our anxiety. The 
gifts of God’s peace and presence are priceless. And in that, we have so much to be thankful for.  

Peace be with you! 
Jess 
 
(Desiring God podcast, Episode1865, 11/23/22) 
 
Our prayer team invites you to join us while we reflect and show our gratitude to God during the 

Thanksgiving season leading up to Advent. If you visit Conley’s Sanctuary, please share what you 

are grateful to God for by writing each praise on the leaves provided.  The leaves will then be dis-

played as a visual of our gratefulness to God as a church family at Conley’s!   

Why is Prayer Important? 
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SPARC 
Strategic Prayer And 
Revival Committee 

 
 

        
      “We should be rigorous in judging         
     ourselves and gracious in judging  
    others. 
                 ——John Wesley 

http://desiringgod.org/


Greetings from the Missions Team      

 

 

 

  Mission Moments 
 
Appalachia Service Project 2026 mission 
trip is on the calendar for June 21-25, 
2026.  
 
Are you planning to join the team?  
 

Please go to http://www.asphome.org/
participantcenter and register for trip #16862. If 
you are interested in participating in this mission 
but have questions, please call Marie Van Der Wall 
302-249-7897 or the church office 302-945-1881 for 
more information. 
 
The Conley’s UMC mission committee is on track to 
meet our mission budget for 2025. The budget is 
based on a 10% tithe from contributions/donations 
from our Sunday services. The more you give the 
more we tithe. 
 
The current goal for the mission committee is to 
maintain the missions we currently support and 
make course changes as needed. Supported 
missions are Red Bird Missionary Conference, Cape 
Henlopen Food Bank, Kairos Prison Ministries, 
Missionaries Finda Quiwa and Edwin Campomanes 
Ramirez, and UMCOR undesignated projects (ex: 
natural disaster relief) 
 
Thank you all for your support. 
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Did you know? 
 

Conley’s distributes  
10% of all income from 
church offerings to lo-
cal, national, and inter-
national missions pro-
grams.   



Evangelism Team News 
 

  

    An Attitude of Gratitude 
         By Billy Graham 

 

“let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts … 

And be thankful.” 

             —-Colossians 3:15, NIV 

 

Thankfulness isn’t our usual response when 

something goes wrong.  We may have a hundred good things for which to 

be thankful—but let one bad thing happen, and it’s all we think about! 

 

But the Bible says, “In everything give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  No 

matter what happens, we are to give thanks.  Cultivate a spirit of thanksgiv-

ing in your life.  Thank God for every blessing He gives you.  Thank Him for 

Christ and what He has done for you.  Even when things go wrong, thank 

Him that they aren’t worse, and you are still in His hands. 

 

Having an attitude of thankfulness in all of life's circumstances will help you 

react as old Matthew Henry did when he was mugged.  He wrote in his dia-

ry, “Let me be thankful first because I was never robbed before; second, 

although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because alt-

hough they took my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who 

was robbed, not I who robbed.” 

 

I wonder if I could be that thankful! 

 

Hope for Today                                                                                                                                                  

 

If we would have eyes that recognize God’s gifts, we would see that the 

blessings far outweigh the burdens.  Take time and write down every gift 

today holds, from sunrise to sunset. 
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          The  Latest  from  Conley’s  
      Social Concerns Team 

                Family Assistance 

 Many of you have heard me talk about or have read about our partner-    

ship with Love, INC of Mid-Delmarva. The following is a story about one   

of the many people that through this partnership has moved into her 

own home with her children. Your donations along with tithes from the 

Thrift Store help to keep our Family Assistance Program viable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soup Social 
Don’t forget to sign up for soup and desserts on the clipboard in the narthex.  Dale is remind-

ing everyone that Soup Social will be CLOSED the day before Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve.

                             Continued on next page> 

 

Solitary religion is not to 

be found . . . The gospel 

of Christ knows of no 

religion but social reli-

gion; no holiness but 

social holiness.  Faith 

working by love is the 

length and breadth and 

depth and height of 

Christian perfection.  
 

(From John Wesley’s intro to 

“Hymns and Sacred Poems.”) 
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Meleda’s Story 

When she first came to us, Meleda was living in a hotel with her children, 

struggling to stay afloat; facing one of life’s hardest seasons. After losing her 

father, she and her children found themselves without a home—living in a 

hotel that quickly drained her finances. 

 

With courage and determination, Meleda connected with Love INC and began 

working with our case manager. Over the next 14 months, while living in tran-

sitional housing, she worked tirelessly to rebuild her life. 

 

Through the guidance of a financial mentor, Meleda became debt-free. 

 

—She found a better-paying job. 

 

—Her son graduated high school and went to college. 

 

—And she achieved one of her biggest goals—moving into a privately owned 

home! 

 

Today, Meleda continues to meet with her case manager, Margaret, as she 

works toward even more goals for herself and her family. 

 

Meleda’s story is a powerful reminder of what can happen when hard work, 

hope, and community support come together. 

 

Meleda and her family are now the 62nd individuals to go from homeless to 

housed through Love INC’s system of accountability.  



          The  Latest  from  Conley’s  
      Social Concerns Team 

        
  <Continued from previous page 

 

      Feeding the Flock 

Our Monday bag lunch program is so blessed to have all the volunteers that 

have been with us and for those that have joined with us recently. Having 

many hands allows people to have a day off. It has been great having Jason, 

who lives at the Tharros tent camp help us out. He is a hard worker. A chef/

cook by trade he has been able to use staples from our pantry to create simple 

hot meals at the encampment. 

We have faced some challenges recently that have necessitated changes. Sysco Cash and Car-

ry in Pocomoke, MD closed at the beginning of September. This is where we bought the ma-

jority of our lunch meat and cheese as well as other staples. I have been researching other 

sources for these products. Marsh Creek Farms used to supply us with eggs. With the change 

in the grant, they are no longer one of our suppliers. We have been purchasing bulk eggs at 

roughly $2.00/dozen for distribution once a month. Your donations help us to secure this 

food. 

Conley’s garden along with Cross Farms and Enoch Farms have been keeping us well supplied 

with fresh produce, milk and meat products. These items help to fill in the food gap with the 

reduction of food stamp benefits. I am expecting that this situation will become more critical 

as government cuts reduce benefits even more. We have been giving out about 200 lunches 

each Monday, at our 4 Millsboro locations. In addition to this we take 30 lunches to Tharros 

tent camp and about 20 lunches to the Siesta Motel.  

Angel Mercado, manager at Siesta, told me that half of her rooms are taken up by people and 

families who are living at the motel. They are not there on vouchers, but are self pay and the 

cost is approximately  $1600 per month.   

                   Pantry 

Our pantry will be getting an infusion of staple products on Wednesday, November 5. We are 

grateful to the Ocean Waves Quilt Guild and their Lunch with a Purpose for this food. The pan-

try is visited several times each week. Thanks to Sandy Shipe for helping out with this.  

Looking forward to receiving Thanksgiving boxes from Mountaire Farms to be able to distrib-

ute through the bag lunch program and the pantry. 

 

Code Purple at the Cape 
Conley’s has been involved with the Code Purple program, in a variety of ways, ever since it 

began. Most recently we have helped by providing noon time meals at the Community Re-

source Center and by providing an evening meal once a week to the women’s overnight shel-

ter at the Lutheran Church of the Savior. There will be an informational meeting on Tuesday, 

November 11 at 6:30 pm at St Jude the Apostle church on Route 1. See the enclosed flyer or 

contact Cheryl Wood.                                           Continued on next page> 

 

 

Solitary religion is not to 
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depth and height of 

Christian perfection.  
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“Hymns and Sacred Poems.”) 
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______________ 

 

NEWS 

from 

CONLEY’S 

THRIFT SHOP 

______________ 

Did you know? 
 

Conley’s Thrift Shop  

donates 10% of all in-

come to local charities. 

 
October was a really good month for the Thrift Shop in sales and donations. 

We will be able to share approximately $3300.00 to local charities and Con-

ley’s Mission projects. Each month we pull 4 or 5 names from our volunteer 

list and let them choose a local charity in Sussex County for their share of the 

contribution to go to. We also give monthly to Conley’s Family Assistance 

Fund, Feed the Flock and either Camp Hope, Emmaus, Special Project Fund 

and other projects as requested. The donation center is an active place with 

more donations daily than we can handle and have space for. We were able 

to share with the Phoenix Clothing Co. over 225 bags and boxes of excess 

clothing and household items which they give to families in need for free in 

Kent County. We are truly blessed.  

 

We are currently waiting on building and sewer permits so that the construc-

tion on the new pole barn can begin. Hopefully they will be available soon 

and the construction can start. We are so excited to think about the many 

ways that the new building will enhance our operations and make working 

conditions better for those that normally have to spend most of their day out 

of doors in good or bad weather. When the new building is available, we will 

be looking for a few new volunteers for cashier positions. If you can add up 

price tags, make change and like to talk to people, WE NEED YOU!!! Please 

prayerfully consider donating 3 hours of your time weekly. Time slots are 

Tuesday through Friday 10 to 1 and 1 to 4 and Saturday’s 9 to 12 and 12 to 3. 

(Male or Female) Please see Pat Vogt or Sally Fox for any questions.                        

 

 I have an opportunity to meet and greet many of the customers as they en-

ter the thrift shop. This gives me the opportunity to greet new people and ask 

how they found our shop and to give them an overview of what type of mis-

sion work that the shop as well as our Church does in our community. We are 

seeing a lot of new customers every week and they are very impressed with 

our organization and cleanliness. It’s not uncommon to hear how nice the 

shop is, what great deals that we have and how friendly our volunteers are 

and that they will be back soon. Thanks to our ladies and gents who volun-

teer their time and talents to make this happen  



11 

                                                    
 
                                   

    Treasurer’s Notes  

 

 
 

Malachi 3:9-10, ‘you are under a curse – your whole nation- because you are 

robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be 

food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not 

throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it.’ 

 

Shared with me from the Lectionary reading 9/28, Luke 12:48 

The Rich man and Lazarus, we are all the rich man portrayed in the parable. 

We are not being as compassionate as we should be toward those less fortu-

nate than we are. We have been blessed by you Lord with much even though 

we are expected to share those blessings – we are not doing that to the level 

you expect. We need to remember the message given from Luke 12:48 (to 

those given much, much will be expected). So that we don’t suffer the fate of 

the rich man in this passage we should heed John Wesley’s advice: 

Earn all you can, Save all you can, Give all you can. Anonymous  
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                         I received a heartwarming birthday card with this  
                       handwritten notation: Who doesn’t love Pastor  
                       Jim! He definitely reminds me of Christ, such a  
                       strong, yet humble and sweet Spirit. May the  
                       Lord bring you as much joy, love, happiness,  
                       and blessing as you always do to so many        
                       people. You are truly a man of God! 
 

                 
 

         Christmas Eve/Candlelight/Communion Service 
 December 24 8:00 P.M. 

 @ Historic Conley's Chapel 
 Robinsonville Road - Lewes DE 

  Adjacent to Conley's Thrift Shop 
                       Pastor Jim Van Der Wall 
 
For breakfast I had bacon and eggs, yogurt, oatmeal, and OJ. In an effort to keep Delaware 
farmers from selling their land to developers, I secure my bacon locally. It's the best I can do 
to keep Delaware green. I'm trying to be part of the solution - not part of the problem. 
  
The funeral of Alyce Amussen was held at Conley’s.  She was a dear friend and valued mem-
ber of Conley's Church. We've entertained her at home and were continually amazed at her 
intellect. Alyce was in the choir, the bell ringers, my Sunday School class - and a whole lot 
more. She was particularly skilled at offering verbal prayers. The church will long remember 
her program about women in the Bible which was presented on Maundy Thursday. 
Alyce, you will be missed! 
  
I got up early to get bloodwork. I was the first to arrive. A young phlebotomist took my blood 
with a bit of trouble. When I got home, I invited Marie to go on an early morning walk. I knew 
she would be busy as it was the bi-weekly payroll day. The number of Conley’s employees 
would surprise you – especially when you count the thrift shop. Big news! A new large build-
ing is being constructed for the thrift shop. The amount of income that mission produces is 
phenomenal. 
 
When Marie left, I made breakfast – eggs on sourdough bread, oatmeal, OJ and yogurt. We 
are never short of farm fresh eggs. Here’s why. Daughter Valarie’s husband inherited 40 acres 
of prime real estate in Milford. Steven erected a three-bay pole barn workshop on the premis-
es as well as a chicken coop (with chickens) that endlessly produces eggs. 
 
Valarie, Steven and the two grandkids visited us and we had dinner at the Texas Roadhouse. I 
swear we are a popular visit for the family simply because we are near the Texas Roadhouse. 
  
Hi Pastor Jim, 
  
Thanks for your Birthday Match to Conley's general fund!  
  

$4,990....WOW!   
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‘THE JOT AND TITLE’ 

Selections from The Journal of John Wesley by Ron Starich (all red is my emphasis) 

(What was John Wesley saying in… “NOVEMBER” 1759?) 

 

“The Truth about Trances” 

“Saturday, November 17 (London). -I spent an hour agreeably and profitably with Lady G-H-, and Sir C

- H-. It is well a few of the rich and noble are called. Oh, that God would increase their number! But I 

should rejoice (were it the will of God), if it were done by the ministry of others. If I might choose, I 

should still (as I have done hitherto) preach the gospel to the poor. 

 

“Friday, 23. The roads were so extremely slippery that it was with much difficulty we reached Bed-

ford. We had a pretty large congregation; but the stench from the swine under the room was scarcely 

supportable. Was ever a preaching place over a hog-stie before? Surely they love the gospel who 

come to hear it in such a place. 

 

“Sunday, 25-In the afternoon God was eminently present with us, though rather to comfort than con-

vince. But I observed a remarkable difference, since I was here (Everton) before, as to the manner of 

the work. None now were in trances, none cried out, none fell down or were convulsed; only some 

trembled exceedingly, a low murmur was heard, and many were refreshed with the multitude of 

peace. 

 

“The danger was to regard extraordinary circumstances too much, such as outcries, convulsions, vi-

sions, trances; as if these were essential to the inward work, so that it could not go on without them. 

Perhaps the danger is, to regard them too little; to condemn them altogether; to imagine they had 

nothing of God in them, and were a hindrance to his work. Whereas the truth is 1) God suddenly and 

strongly convinced many that they were lost sinners; the natural consequence whereof were sudden 

outcries and strong bodily convulsions; 2) to strengthen and encourage them that believed, and to 

make His work more apparent, He favored several of them with divine dreams, others with trances 

and visions; 3) in some of these instances, after a time, nature mixed with grace; 4) Satan likewise 

mimicked this work of God in order to discredit the whole work; and yet it is not wise to give up this 

part any more than to give up the whole. At first, it was, doubtless, wholly from God. It is partly so at 

this day; and He will enable us to discern how far, in every case, the work is pure and where it mixes 

or degenerates.  

 

“Wednesday, 28.-1 returned to London; on Thursday, 29, the day appointed for the general Thanks-

giving, I preached again in the chapel near the Seven Dials, both morning and afternoon. I believed the 

oldest man in England has not seen a Thanksgiving Day, so observed before. It had the solemnity of 

the general fast. All the shops were shut up, the people in the streets appeared, one and all, with an 

air of seriousness, the prayers, lessons and whole public service were admirably suited to the occa-

sion. The prayer for our enemies, in particular was extremely striking, perhaps it is the first instance of 

the kind in Europe. There was no noise, hurry, bonfires, fireworks in the evening, and no public diver-

sions. This is indeed a Christian holiday, “a rejoicing unto the Lord.” The next day came the news that 

Sir Edward Hawke had dispersed the French fleet.” (pg. 213-214).            
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                UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH 

    

 

 

 

   FALL FESTIVAL PROCEEDS WERE $4,393.47 

   (Total balance in bank, including Festival             

     Proceeds = $7,722.87) 

   Donations of $1,000 each were distributed as  

    follows: 

    Camp Hope — Family Assistance 

    Feed the Flock —- Clothing Our Kids 

                     ASP Mission trip 

 

    

GREENING OF CONLEY’S CHURCH 

   Saturday, November 29 at 10:00am 

   Come one, Come all!! 

   Many hands makes work quick!! 

   Mark Your Calendar!! 

 

 

 

 

  ANNUAL LADIES CHRISTMAS TEA!!!!!! 

  Saturday, December 13 

  1:00 PM to 3:00pm 

  Look for the sign up sheets in Narthex. 

  A blessed afternoon of fellowship you 

  will enjoy. 

  You won’t want to miss it!! 
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          Thanksgiving is Everyday 
 
Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be 
generous.  And when we take your gifts to those who need them, 
they will thank God.                                      2Corinthians 9:11 NIV 
 

 Everyone of us has many opportunities through the 
course of our everyday life to share our faith. 
   Maybe at church services you noticed that someone you 
see in the congregation each Sunday is not present, espe-
cially for a couple of weeks.  Make a phone call, find out if 
they are in need of help, and respond to that need.  In so 
doing, you will thank God that you were able to respond 
to that need and they were able to thank God for your re-
sponse. 
   If we make it a point to watch for opportunities to make 
someone’s day a little brighter, God will not let us down 
by providing those opportunities for us. 
   One of my favorite spots to show God’s love to strangers 
is at the supermarket.  Help a “senior citizen” or a “mom” 
trying to manage shopping and children.  Both may de-
cline your offer, but God smiles. 
   Say hello with a smile, and a “how are you today?”  You 
will be surprised at how many people will actually tell 
you.  You can give a word of hope.  They will walk away 
feeling thankful and you will be thanking God for being at 
the right place at the right time. 
   I know it’s not easy to put yourself out there and it may 
not always turn out the way you would hope for.  But, 
God, has a plan for both of you.  You won’t find out what 
it is unless you step out in faith and ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you. 
   One day of the year, Thanksgiving day, we make it a 
point to be truly thankful to God. 
   Open your heart, step out with the courage of the Holy 
Spirit, let Him show you how Thanksgiving Day, can be 
everyday.  Amen. 
                           Sandie Wysocki 

‎ 
Words of                       

Wit & Wisdom 
 
 

“Choosing to be positive 
and having a grateful atti-
tude is going to determine 
how you’re going to live 
your life.” —Joel Osteen 
 
“Pause and remember—
Every single event in your 
life, especially the difficult 
lessons, have made you 
smarter, stronger, and wiser 
than you were yesterday.  
Be thankful!”                                    
      —Jennifer Young 
 
“Gratitude can transform 
common days into thanks-
givings, turn routine jobs 
into joy, and change ordi-
nary opportunities into 
blessings.”                             
   —William Arthur Ward 
 
“A tree is known by its 
fruit; a man by his deeds.  
A good deed is never lost; 
he who sows courtesy 
reaps friendship, and he 
who plants kindness gath-
ers love.”  —Saint Basil 
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ANGEL TREE 

                      Ministry Opportunity 
 

    Look for the Angel Tree in the Narthex on  November 9th where         

   you will be able to choose a boy or girl in order to  purchase up to 3     

   Christmas gifts, and make their Christmas a little brighter…..                                         

    Gifts should be purchased, wrapped,  and returned to the Church     

    office by December 14th. 



Worship With Us 
This Month 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

Worship with us on Sun-
days at 10am.  You may 
join us either in-person  
or online.  Our worship 
service is livestreamed  
on Vimeo and Facebook; 
links are provided on our 
website. 
 
When joining us online, 
please check-in using the 
“Connect Card” located 
under the worship tab at 
the upper left corner of 
our homepage — we 
want to know you’re  
worshiping with us! 
 
The “Connect Card” may 
also be used to submit 
prayer requests and/or 
praise reports during our 
worship service or any 
time. 
 
You may give your tithes 
and offerings to the Lord 
through the church via 
the “donate” button at 
the lower right corner of 
our homepage. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for your 
faithfulness in giving 
—  we believe God  

is doing great things 
through the ministry  

of his church! 
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What’s Happening 
 
 
On-Going Weekly Events__________________________________ 
 
Sunday 

Adult Bible Study taught by Rev. Jim Vanderwall in the Library, 8:30-
9:30am.                                                                                                                                                                  
  
Youth Bible Study-on hiatus. 
 
Monday 

Choir practice in the Choir Room, 6-7:30 pm. 
 

Bell Ringers practice in the Fellowship Hall, 5:15pm.   
 

Tuesday 

Over 50 Yoga in the Fellowship Hall, 10:30—11:45am.  Bring your own 
mat and bottled water.  Cost is $10 per session, cash only. 
 

Wednesday 

Soup for the Soul provides free lunch and fellowship in the Fellowship 
Hall, 11am-1pm.  Contributions are welcome; sign-up sheets are in the 
narthex. 
 
Adult Bible Study Led by Louise Finn and Karen Lessey.  Nov 5th begins 
the Chosen 5, 10am, in the Sanctuary. 
 
Adult Bible Study Led by Pastor Bill,  6:30pm in the Prayer room. 
 

Thursday  

 
 

Praise Team practice in the Sanctuary, 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
Happening This Month____________________________________ 

 
The Trustees meet Tuesday, November 4th, 6:30pm, in the Library. 
 
The Church Council will meet Thursday,  November 20th, 6:30pm in the      
Library. 
United Women in Faith-Decorate for Christmas, Nov 29th, 10am 
United Women in Faith-Christmas Tea, December 13th, 1-3pm. 
Choir Cantata-December 14th. 
 

 



 
Just as each of us has one 

body with many  
members, and these 

members do not all have 
the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, 
form one body, and each 

member belongs to all 
the others.    

 

We have different gifts, 
according to the grace giv-

en to each of us.   
 

If your gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accord-

ance with your faith;   
 

if it is serving,  
then serve;  

 
if it is teaching,  

then teach;  
 

 if it is to encourage,  
then give encouragement;  

 
if it is giving,  

then give generously;  
 

if it is to lead,  
do it diligently;  

 
if it is to show mercy,  

do it cheerfully.  
 

 
ROMANS 12:4-8 
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    Opportunities to Be a Blessing 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Join Conley’s Sight and Sound Team! 

We are in need of people on Sunday mornings to operate the 

soundboard, screen projection computer, and livestream com-

puter.  Are you computer literate; are you willing to learn?  Our 

friendly Sight and Sound Team will train you so that you can take 

a turn in this ministry that supports Sunday worship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ON-GOING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Greeters 

A friendly welcome at the door makes a great first impression—

both for new comers and regular attenders.  Help get people 

ready for worship with a warm welcome to all and helpful direc-

tions to visitors. 

 
Ushers 

You can help worshipers by directing them to open seats and 

bringing a microphone for prayers and praises, and providing 

helpful directions as needed. 

 
Contact the church office if you would like to serve your Con-

ley’s Church family in any of these capacities; 302-945-1881 



 
1st    All Saint’s Day 
2nd      All Saint’s Sunday 
2nd      Daylight Savings Ends 
11th  Veterans Day 
27th  Thanksgiving Day 
30th  Advent begins 
 

Notable Days in November______________ 

Conley’s United 
Methodist Church 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

began as a Method-
ist society in 1800 
and was incorpo-

rated as a Method-
ist church in 1838.   

 
Our Mission:  

To make disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Conley’s United Methodist Church 

33106 Jolyns Way 

Lewes, Delaware 19958 

 

302-945-1881 

conleysumc@gmail.com 

 

www.conleysumc.org 


