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In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, charity.

CHRIST IS ALIVE!
A Message from Pastor Bill Davis
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
John 14:1-3
There are countless factors that go into selecting a home. Whether building a new house or purchasing an
existing house, one must evaluate the neighborhood, size, layout, closets, bathrooms, appliances, foundation,
and on and on. We all have standards. The passage above indicates that Jesus has standards as well. Just as
we prepare our home when we know others will be arriving, Jesus is preparing a place for us.
We do not know the details of our heavenly home, but there is one thing we may be certain of: there is no
place for death or decay there. The 19th-century evangelist, D.L. Moody, recalled a time early in his ministry
when he was asked to preach at a funeral. He immediately turned to the gospels for an example from the life
of Christ on how to handle such occasions. He quickly realized that such a search was pointless; Jesus broke
up every funeral he attended. Moody concluded that death could not survive in the presence of Jesus.
Jesus demonstrated throughout his ministry that he repelled death and darkness and radiated light and life.
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy,” he said; “I have come that they may have life, and have
it to the full” (John 10:10). This is the significance of the Resurrection that we celebrate at Easter. It is not
merely that Jesus rose from the dead long ago, nor that we will rise from the dead at some future time. Those
are both great truths, but they may leave us wondering if the Resurrection holds any promise for our earthly
life. While Christ’s Ascension assures us that we have a home eternal in the heavens, Easter holds even
greater significance for the here and now; Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead means that he is with us today.
And Jesus radiates light and life wherever he is.
Are you feeling tired and worn out today? Take heart from the promise of Easter. We do not need to wait
to experience the resurrection life. As the old hymn declares, “Christ Jesus lives today, he walks with me and
talks with me along life’s narrow way.” There is abundant life in the presence of Christ. So get in his
presence... pray, repent, worship, read, sing, love, and forgive. And do not let your hearts be troubled;
Christ is alive! He is alive, indeed!
May the glory and the
promise of this joyous time
of year bring peace and
happiness to you and those
you hold dear.
And may Christ,
our Risen Savior,
always be there by your
side to bless you most
abundantly and be
your loving guide.
—Author Unknown
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SPARC
HOPE
War in Ukraine, violence in society, high gas prices,
threats of a new strain of COVID - it is overwhelming, distressing, worrisome, fearful. What are we to do? The Psalmist has the
answer. He says to his soul, “Why are you downcast? Disturbed
within me? Put your hope in God for I will yet praise him, my
Savior and my God” (Psalm 42). He is so confident this is the
answer that he repeats it twice in verses 5 and 11.
With the Easter celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are filled with hope. Jesus
Christ overcame the world. By our hope in him we can overcome our overwhelming feelings of distress,
worry, and fear and focus on whatever is true, noble, right, lovely, admirable, excellent, or praiseworthy.
And the peace of God will be with us. (Philippians 4:8)
Suggested prayer
Praise and glory to you resurrected Lord Jesus, our hope and our peace. During this Lenten season
we have renewed our faith and commitment to you. We have sought you through prayer and meditation. You have renewed our spirits by your Spirit and refreshed our souls. Keep us strong in our renewed faith, and continue to strengthen us in hope so we are able to rise above the evil and ugliness
in the world around us and share the hope we have in you with others. All praise, honor, and glory
to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONLEY’S THRIFT SHOP
Monday, March 21, was a really fun and productive day for the Thrift Shop. Fifteen ladies and
Thom Gollery made it happen again this year—they removed all of the winter clothing, shoes, and purses
from the racks and shelves and then cleaned all surfaces before unloading tub after tub of spring and summer
items. We enjoyed lunch and also celebrated Edna Spath’s birthday with a great cake, flowers, and balloons.
What a difference a day makes!!!! Every room looks great with bright and pretty colors everywhere. Prices
are very affordable, and sales have been strong. The volunteers will continue to hang spring items every day.
Come soon and check out all of the new items. Please remember that the shop will not accept winter clothing
donations until early September because we don’t have the storage space.
A great big thanks to Cheryl Wood who handles all of the linen donations, and to Rob, her husband,
who prices and hangs the many pieces of framed artwork that are donated. Another big thank you goes to
Cheryl Conway who sorts, cleans, prices, and places all of the household items in the main building. Can
you just imagine washing all of those pieces of glassware? A big thank you to these three volunteers. More
thanks to other new volunteers coming next month.
We welcome two new volunteers, Bonnie and Sheila. They are new to the area and stopped in the
shop two weeks ago to check us out. They have come back a couple of days a week to help Lynne with the
donations. This is one great big blessing. Many thanks again.
We have had two major opportunities to help people in need this month. One woman has been able
to stabilize her lifestyle enough to leave Light House for Broken Wings and move into an apartment of her
own. Conley’s assisted with furniture and household item. What a blessing. Good luck, Bridgett. The second
opportunity was a young couple whose home burned earlier this month. They came to the shop and picked
items that would help them reestablish their home. This is what we are about.
Thanks be to God for all of the blessings he bestows on us.

- Pat Vogt
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ODYSSEA: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
Moving Forward
By Art Schmidt

Odyssea

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he
bought with his own blood. (Acts 20:28 NIV)

Many things are happening in our country and world that are causing the
community of faith to hold onto the blessings of the past, just as a person would
hold tightly to a ship’s railing when the seas become rough. But focusing on the
past (what was) hinders our vision for today (what is) and for the future.
In his March 20 sermon, Pastor Bill told us, “God is leading us to something new, and something greater,
and something to reach out to the world that it needs right now. The blessings of the past become an anchor tied
around us. If we are going to progress, grow, and be transformed in the image of Christ, we need to be willing to
move forward; our vision needs to be greater than our love for the past.”
The mission and work of our church need to make a shift from what was to a new discipleship that will
spread God’s word, hope, forgiveness, and grace throughout our community. In order to make this happen and for
us to fully embrace the future, we need to first accept that Christian faith is not a spectator sport, not something to
be observed from the sidelines. We are the first-string players who demonstrate our faith by bringing the light of
God into a world that is not at peace, not in harmony, and where hope for the future is fading.
It was John Wesley who emphasized the servant nature of our witness—to use our gifts to glorify God. He
called for the Gospel to enable and empower all to become disciples of Christ—echoing Conley’s mission. We are
to be active servants of God, sharing our gifts with others and working together as a community of faith to envision
and implement our ministry so things progress in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. We are God’s caretakers,
and in this “post-COVID” time, we need to approach Christian stewardship in a different way from what we’ve
done in the past and rely on our faith to inspire us. We must make a bold declaration that Christian stewardship is
a part of the call and claim of God upon our lives. Stewardship is an act of discipleship and a true response to the
grace and love of God. There are great abilities that people acquire, cultivate, and demonstrate in their service to
God. However, the greatest ability of all is “availability.” If we are not available to God, the other abilities we may
have fall short. Ability and availability go hand in hand.
Conley’s UMM and UMW have taken a new approach: first, form a foundation for the future—stepping
up, getting involved, nurturing one another, and making plans for moving forward. You will soon be hearing about
a “Conley’s Open House” hosted by the UMM and UMW on Saturday, May 21—an exciting event that will invite
people in our community to visit and tour our church. This will be a great opportunity to engage those who are new
to the area and looking for a church home. Let us pray for our United Methodist Men & Women as they extend
their abilities, make themselves available, and demonstrate their service to God and our church. As a church family,
let’s all extend our abilities and make ourselves available to serve God. Great things await Conley’s!

 Opening Ourselves to God
Oh Lord, our True Vine, we pray that as a church we will remain in You
and that You would remain in us so that we may bear fruit for Your Kingdom.
We know that apart from You we can do nothing. Lord, we are thankful that
when we remain in You, and Your Word, we can accomplish great things in
Your Name and for Your Church. Amen.
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...the meaning and power of the Lord’s Prayer?
In Luke 11, one of Jesus’s disciples approaches and makes a simple request: “Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John [the Baptist] taught his disciples” (v. 1). In response, Jesus teaches the disciples what has become
known as the Our Father or the Lord’s Prayer. No other prayer is more important to Christians than this prayer. It is the Lord’s prayer—the prayer he taught us to pray. There are a host of other prayers we overhear
Jesus praying in the Gospels, and I’ll mention them below. But only with this prayer does Jesus say,
“Pray like this.”
Each word is saturated with meaning, a meaning that we often miss when we pray it by rote as we
gather in our churches for worship. Each of its six petitions (five given by the Lord, one added by the early
church) reflects the major themes from Jesus’s life and ministry. The prayer is meant by Jesus to shape our
lives and, through us, to shape and change the world.
Multiple Versions of the Lord’s Prayer?
There are three versions of the Lord’s Prayer that came to us from the earliest period of Christianity.
We are most familiar with Matthew’s account, found in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:9
-13). The English version of that prayer was influenced by William Tyndale’s 1525 translation, which in turn
shaped the form of the prayer as it appeared in the sixteenth-century Book of Common Prayer and finally
the King James Version of 1611. Tyndale’s version was modified slightly into the version most Englishspeaking Protestants and Catholics pray today. Let’s look at the King James Version side by side with a modern translation of Matthew’s version of the Lord’s Prayer. Modern versions, in this case, the Common English
Bible, are based upon more reliable Greek versions of Matthew’s Gospel than were available in 1611:
In addition to different versions of the Lord’s Prayer rendered by various English translations, we
have a different version found in Luke’s account of the prayer. Here it is from the Common English
Bible’s translation of Luke 11:2-4:
Father, uphold the holiness of your name.
Bring in your kingdom.
Give us the bread we need for today.
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who has wronged us.
And don’t lead us into temptation.
Notice that neither of these New Testament versions of the prayer, Matthew’s or Luke’s, includes the
traditional closing doxology, “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
There is a third version of the Lord’s Prayer that comes to us from the early church, in a document called The
Didache or The Lord’s Teaching Through the Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles. This is a fascinating document
describing the practices of the early church that some scholars believe was written in the first century, and
others the second century, offering guidance in the Christian life. In chapter 8 of The Didache we find
Matthew’s version of the prayer quoted.
Do not pray as the hypocrites, but as the Lord commanded in his Gospel, pray thus: “Our Father,
who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, as in Heaven so also upon
earth; give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debt as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
trial, but deliver us from the Evil One, for thine is the power and the glory for ever.” Pray thus three times a
day. Note that this version included the doxology. Note, too, the closing words that are in bold, “Pray thus
three times a day.” This is a remarkable testimony to the importance of the Lord’s Prayer for early
Christians.
Source: ministrymatters.com 01/12/22
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FIRST QUARTER REPORT
Conley’s Facilities, including routine maintenance, repairs, and
capital improvements, is now being managed by a team: Doug Stout,
Art Schmidt, Charlie Parson, and Charlie Morris.
The first quarter of this year was a busy time for facilities. First, we
organized, prioritized, and obtained cost estimates for all the active
projects and repairs. Then we developed a cost/schedule forecast for
the recurring maintenance and services for the entire year. Before
winter came to an end, we changed our snow-removal service
provider to reduce cost.
These are the high-priority projects that were completed in the first quarter:
⚫ The church parking lot lights were replaced with new LED lamps by Delaware Electric Coop at no cost.
⚫ The church front portico lights were replaced with new LED lamps.
⚫ The RT24 sign was illuminated with two new LED in-ground lights.
We reviewed costs of our lawn mowing and landscape service for the past four years. We decided to send out
a request for proposals to local firms with the objective of improving service and reducing cost. Of the seven
firms we contacted, three submitted a proposal. The Church Council reviewed the proposals on March 17
and made a selection. We are pleased to announce that Cutting Edge Lawn Care, LLC was awarded the 2022
contract. The owner, Marques Jones, is eager to earn our approval and provide us with great service. Also, the
cost projection he provided for the season is 20 percent less than the four-year average.
We are focused on the priorities and dedicated to maintaining all of Conley’s facilities in the best and most
cost effective manner possible. Your comments and suggestions are always welcome. Thank you!

- Art Schmidt
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HANDS OF A...
carpenter,
the finishing end of stocky,
pillared forearms,
are square, padded, angular with abrupt corners…
a sure foundation for grasping;
fleshy palms, a grip then enfolds preventing slippage;
stubby fingers, peg like, for holding not easily broken;
deep grain-like wrinkles ridge their tops an arid landscape,
as though kiln-dried amid saw dust (wood’s snow),
heat and sweat,
having cracks, splits ‘n splinters, living out among the same;
hands that handle, hold, and heave hewn timber,
rasped by bites of shavings—
scratching curled waves eschewed from a sharp plane
as it strips the paths of worked planks;
hands stiff, from years of clenching,
a daily vice ‘round hammers, chisels and shark tooth saws
chipping, sculpting, finishing…
sledging square, iron slug nails, and binding dowels
securing—the meeting of things;
these were the hands of Joseph, The Carpenter
But his son’s hands were not like this.
Only twelve,
the son, struck his own way—revealing his mission as Teacher.
His fingers were long—narrow—
for pointing/for indicating/for inquiry/for exclaiming!
For heeding! For transcribing the old, Great Books of past prophets,
to in fact write his own book—
once published in sand.
Oh yes, he apprenticed beside his father,
albeit smashed a finger or two, becoming twice their size,
and felt the blow of a falling beam
upon his bony hand some times.
But he never knew a craftsman of wood, he’d never be.
The Teacher’s palms,
were not cushy, neither rugged they;
pliant, with lines graceful, yet robe-woven tenacious,
articulate, but not leathery sculpted.
And yes, he daily passed bread between mother’s
and Joseph’s loving (numbly callused
...natures shield from years of livelihood) hands.

He began to teach in
the synagogue...many
listeners were astonished, saying, “...what
is this wisdom given to
Him, and such miracles
as these performed by
His hands? Is not this a
carpenter...And they
took offense at Him.
Mark 6:1-3 (NASB)

Yet, The Son’s craft, as mastery, would be to suffer…
suffer unmitigated callousness,
by hands which through pain benumbed men,
and upon his own pliant flesh, brutally inflict;
but His hands were not like this.
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By Ron Starich

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
When I came to Conley’s, 21 years ago, we did
not have a committee that addressed the needs of people who
called the church, usually for financial assistance. The pastor
and the secretary considered the need and authorized payments. As more needs came into the church, it was obvious
that we needed a more organized approach for the use of all
the funds we had. The Social Concerns Committee was
formed with members from the UMW, UMM, Living Nativity,
Finance Committee, GNO, and Trustees. Since the formation
of that committee, we have begun to address many more areas
of need in the lives of people in our community.
As we expand the scope of our work, we are changing our name to Social Justice Committee,
a reflection of the work we do. We partner with Love, INC to help us make informed decisions on payment of bills for people. We network with Conley’s Thrift Shop and other non-profit organizations to
provide clothing, furniture, and housing. Through our partnership with Love, INC, we are able to offer
classes in Faith and Finances and Redemptive Compassion. We also have a wonderful food pantry at
Conley’s and were recently able to share out of our abundance with Pearl House, a shelter for abused
women and families.

In the past year, we began Feeding the Flock, a ministry that addresses food issues in our community. On Mondays and Fridays, we provide a bag lunch to people who live in and around the rentcontrolled/subsidized housing projects in Millsboro. Over the winter months, we provided a hot lunch
to the Code Purple Day Room at Community Resource Center on Mondays. On Monday night, we provided a hot meal to the shelter at the old Troop 7 building. In February, we were asked by the Code
Purple meal coordinator if we would consider helping to feed people in what is known as the Douglas
Street Encampment in Georgetown, on the weekends. During the week there are several places where
people in need can get meals, but on the weekends those places are closed. We have been providing 30
meals each Saturday to this group. Most of them work but can’t get food stamps because they don’t live
at a permanent address.
Our work in these areas has given us the opportunity to become more knowledgeable about
several major issues in our community: lack of adequate, affordable housing and lack of transportation.
We look forward to becoming more active in the area of homelessness and affordable housing.
Our funds come from donations to what is called Family Assistance in our budget, as well as
from a tithe from the Thrift Store, and specific donations to Feeding the Flock.
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact me.

- Cheryl Wood
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT CONLEY’S?
WORSHIPPING
DURING THE
MONTH OF
APRIL

◆Sunday Morning Bible Study
Pastor Jim Van Der Wall leads this group every Sunday morning at
8:30 am in Fellowship Hall.

◆Thursday Morning Bible Study
Worship with us on
Sundays at 10:00 AM
in person or online.
Our sanctuary is
cleaned and sanitized
every Monday in
accordance with
guidelines.
We live-stream
the service on
Vimeo and YouTube.
Links on our website.

Produced by:

Thursdays at 10 am in Fellowship Hall. Note: The group will not meet
on April 7. More Info: karenlessey@icloud.com; 302-448-9924.

◆Open House Planning Meeting
The kick-off meeting for this event will be held Thursday, April 7, in
the Library at 6:30 pm. The UMM and UMW are co-hosts, and both
planning teams are invited. All others interested in participating or
helping with the event are welcome to attend.

◆UMM Meeting
Saturday, April 9, in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 am. The Planning
Team: John Reinford, Ron Starich, Art Schmidt.

◆Good Friday
A special worship service will be held on Friday, April 15, at 7 pm.

◆UMW Meeting
Saturday, April 16, at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Planning
Team: Susan Davis, Barb Evans, Louise Finn, Tina Washington.
For more information, click on the UMW icon on the church website.

◆Easter Sunday
Worship service on Sunday, April 17, at 10 am will include the cantata
“Covenant of Grace” presented by our choir.

◆Church Council Meeting
You can make a
donation or tithe using
the online portal on
our website:

conleysumc.org

Monthly meeting Thursday, April 21, 6:30 pm in the library.

◆Prayer Service
Wednesday, April 27, at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Please join us for a
contemplative time to lift up prayers of praise, repentance,
petition, and thanks. All are invited.
Visit Our Website

Thank you
for supporting our
mission and for your
faithfulness in giving!
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I went to my cardiologist for an annual, routine checkup. I have had a long-standing heart murmur, and the doctor wants to keep an eye on it. My heart was checked with an EKG and other paraphernalia (I guess it's fine), but he informed me I was overweight. The doctor wanted to see me back in his
office in three months – and he wanted me to have lost a considerable amount of weight. Otherwise, we
were going to explore more radical options – including banding my stomach! Holy cow! How did I
arrive at such a predicament?
The cardiologist gave me a prescription for Torsemide – a water pill – since I was retaining
considerable fluid. Quickly, the doctor explained that I had to restrict my salt intake. And knee-high
compression socks would be needed as well. Ugh.
When I left the office in Berlin, I was clueless. Now what do I do? Daughter Valarie has a
healthy life product and 30-day regime, so I turned to her. It includes a daily protein shake and two daily
“fizz” drinks. Plus, she provides a healthy menu for you to follow. The diet discourages bread, white
potatoes, pork, sugar, and carbs in general. It encourages fresh-caught fish, water, stevia sweetener,
sweet potatoes, any fruit ending in -berry, free-range eggs, and other good stuff.
I begin each day with a one-egg sandwich, two small tomatoes, and fresh-squeezed orange
juice. I am allowed one daily substantial “chewing meal,” which I usually eat at lunchtime. Otherwise,
light, healthy snacks or small meals are the norm.
Well, after three weeks I have lost seven pounds. Slow and steady wins the race. I feel like I am
on the way to a “significant” three-month weight loss. Returning to the doctor is something I want to
do. I have expanded the 30-day program to a 90-day program!
The battle is real.
Lord, help me make the significant changes that are needed in my life. Amen
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
A small team is exploring the possibility of moving the Thrift Shop
to our Rt 24 Campus. From zoning to access roads and utilities, everything
needs to be considered so the Council can make an informed decision. The
goal of the move would be to consolidate the Thrift Shop under one roof and
expand operations in the process.
Also under consideration are the options to connect the Chapel and
the Thrift Shop to the public sewer system and to add a restroom to the
Chapel. Our ability to use the Chapel for more activities now has an action
plan. The Council decided to remove and sell the pews (see below) and
replace the old carpeting to prepare the Chapel for additional uses such as
meetings, small concerts, pop-up events, etc. Our Conley’s congregation has the option to purchase a
pew before we offer them for sale to the public.
The Chicken and Dumplings fundraiser was a great success, and the team is talking about how
to make the next one even better.
A small paver pad is in the process of being installed at the Chapel. When completed, the bench
we earned through saving and turning in plastic bags (thank you to the Spath’s) will be secured to it.
Of course, everyone will be happy when the DelDOT road construction crews finish their work
on Robinsonville Road and our Thrift Shop returns to normal!

Chapel Pew Sale—Conley’s Congregation 50% Discount
The pews will be offered to the public May 15 at the listed values based upon comparisons
found on eBay. The cost to our members is 50% of the listed values.
Qty.

LxWxH

9 12’
2
9’
12
6’
2 4.5’

x 24”
x 24”
x 24”
x 24”

x 32”
x 32”
x 32”
x 32”

Est. Value
$400 ea.
$300 ea.
$250 ea.
$200 ea.

To make a purchase or obtain more information, please contact:
Louise Finn 443-223-5149 / LAF2019@outlook.com
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PRACTICING HOPE
By Joni S. Sancken
At the time of this writing, many of us are engaging the world
with new hope as COVID-19 case counts decline sharply. Some of us are
setting aside our masks for the time being and re-engaging with friends
and activities that bring beauty and joy. Worship is starting to feel more
familiar and less strange. Yet, on the other side of the world war rages in
Ukraine as vulnerable citizens flee air raids and untrained ordinary folk
are conscripted to fight. The United Nations recently released a report
clearly identifying suffering and death due to climate change not as a
future event but happening here and now. Even leisure and recreation are marked by pain as the start of
the baseball season is delayed due to a lockout.
The most optimistic among us have grown weary of trying to look “on the bright side.” This is what
Lent is for. Lent is a season of radical honesty, of truth-telling that can lead us not to determinism or nihilism
or strident optimism, but to actual hope, actual good news.
In Luke’s account of the resurrection, the women are perplexed because they have come to the place
of death, to the tomb, and have encountered something unexpected and terrifying. Heavenly beings ask,
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He isn’t here, but has been raised.”
Posttraumatic life is marked by a lack of closure. The women at the tomb get it! Their attending to
Jesus’ death was incomplete. The prepared spices they brought that day remained unused. We understand
their confusion and struggle. Much that unfolds around us is out of our control even as we experience new
possibilities through reclaimed agency in some areas of life. To minister honestly, we need to acknowledge
that doubt and faith can exist simultaneously as we live in a world marked by both crucifixion and
resurrection.
In her book Resurrecting Wounds, Shelly Rambo reframes resurrection in light of experiences of
trauma as the eruption of life “amid the ongoingness of death.” She writes, “Many Christians place their
hope in the resurrection of Christ as a triumphant new beginning. And yet these proclamations of newness
are situated within a context in which endings and beginnings, the old and the new, are much more porous.
There is no clear-cut line separating the two; life is not a departure from death but, instead, a different
relationship to death and life.”
Ministry in the aftermath of trauma does not seek to forget or somehow move past or “get over”
the pain and suffering so many have experienced and continue to experience. However, the promise of the
Gospel is that we are not sentenced to be forever stuck. The Gospel of Jesus Christ promises to liberate creation from that which binds and harms, to save us—even at times from ourselves. This is the greatest treasure
the church can offer in the aftermath of intense crises and trauma. God’s people are powerfully resilient. The
God who has been with God’s people throughout history draws especially near and continues with us.
Resurrection life is erupting even in the midst of death.

Source: https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/11203/practicing-hope (March 28, 2022)
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