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In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, charity.

GETTING AHEAD OF OURSELVES
A Message from Pastor Bill Davis
It is not good to have zeal without knowledge,
Nor to be hasty and miss the way.
- Proverbs 19:2

This is always an exciting time of year. Graduations launch young people (and parents) into a
new stage of life. Warmer weather and sunny skies entice us to return to our favorite outdoor activities
or to tackle those outdoor projects that have been waiting for us. Families start counting down the days
until vacation. As my children were growing up, I remember listening to them excitedly plan their summer activities each year...and each year I would admonish them: “The school year is not over yet; you
had better not let your grades slip!” It is easy to “get ahead of ourselves”—to focus so enthusiastically
on our desired outcomes that we lose focus on the present and the steps necessary for wise and faithfilled progress. To illustrate, bestselling author Steve Farrar tells this story:
The photographer for a national magazine was assigned to take pictures of a great wildfire. He
was told that a small plane would be waiting to take him over the roaring flames. Arriving at the
airstrip, he spotted a Cessna with a pilot waiting inside. He jumped in with his equipment, and—
too excited to waste time on introductions—shouted, “Let’s go! Let’s go!” The pilot swung the
plane into the wind, and soon they were airborne.
“Fly over the north side of the fire,” said the photographer, “and make several low-level passes.”
“Why?” asked the suddenly nervous pilot.
“Because I’m going to take pictures!” snapped the photographer. “I’m a photographer, and
photographers take pictures.”
There was a long pause, and then the pilot replied, “You mean you’re not the flight instructor?”
Continued on page 5 

Come, O Spirit of God,
make within us your dwelling place
and home. May our darkness be dispelled
by your light, and our troubles calmed by
your peace; may all evils be redeemed by
your love, all pain transformed through
the suffering of Christ, and all dying
glorified by his risen life. Amen.
Pentecost Sunday—June 5
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SPARC
We Thirst For You, Oh God
You, God, are my God,
earnestly I seek you;
I thirst for you,
my whole being longs for you,
in a dry and parched land
where there is no water. Psalm 63:1
Father God, we may not be physically
in a desert, but there are days when
we feel we are in a spiritual dry and
parched land. So much violence, animosity, and dishonesty surround us.
Forgive us when we let ourselves get
caught up in injustice and lack of love.
We thirst for you. We earnestly seek
you. Come to us quickly in our need.
Strengthen us to stand against ill feelings and injustice in ourselves and
others around us. Restore our souls.
Refresh our spirits by your Spirit. Fill
us with your love so we may be love to
the world around us. Shine your light
on us so we may reflect your love to
others. In Jesus’ name, the Light of
the World, Amen.

CONLEY’S THRIFT SHOP
It appears that Old Man Weather had a difficult time deciding what the weather was to be for May.
Cold, rain, warm, rain, cold again, and then 90+ degrees this past weekend. Not the greatest shopping
weather for a thrift shop, but our regulars persevered. Thank you, thank you!!!
We had several great items donated this month: an antique oak buffet and small glass-front cabinet.
Both sold quickly and at the full asking price. They will make a great addition to the new homes that they
went to. Really great items sell quickly, sometimes as they are taken off the truck. Remember, if you see it
and like it, buy it. We don’t have multiples of any single item. The adage of “if you snooze, you lose” really
does apply when thrift shopping.
The Thrift Shop had another opportunity to help another missionary trip to the Dominican Republic
by furnishing several large suitcases and filling them with clothing for children and adults. It is a blessing to
be able to participate in these events. If you personally know of a mission trip, please share names and phone
numbers so that we can be of assistance to them.
The thrift shop continues to donate to Shepherd’s Office, Christian Storehouse, and several local
thrift stores with our overflow items. In this past month we also donated clothing and household items to
several needy families.
Thanks again to all of our regular volunteers who agreed to shift days and times to fill open slots.
We appreciate all that you do.
- Pat Vogt
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ODYSSEA: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
God, Guide Us Forward
By Art Schmidt

Odyssea

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?
(James 2:14 NIV)

Summertime is the season when we get outdoors into the sunshine and
fresh air and become more active. It’s a time when we think about making our
plans for parties we’d like to have, trips we’d like to take, and family and friends
we’d like to visit. But there are many people in our community who won’t have
those same opportunities this summer.
Our society is immersed in some very difficult times, and instead of making fun summer plans,
many people are facing joblessness, hunger, depression, discouragement, addiction, and homelessness. We’ve just
spent much of the current church year in introspective reflection during Advent, Epiphany, and Lent, but the season
of Pentecost is a time to turn outward and become more involved with our community. It is the season that reminds
us that, as Christians, by living out our faith, we grow as a person and get closer to God. As stated in James 2:1426, faith without works is dead. Jesus calls on us to be His hands and feet to our neighbors and local communities.
Summer is a great time to meet Christ face to face out in the community through our ministry opportunities like
Conley’s CYC Summer Camp, Soup Kitchen, Social Justice Ministry, and other outreach ministries we sponsor
that serve the less fortunate in our area.
The lessons for Pentecost tell us that this is also the season of communication—communication in the
sense of being able to share oneself with others in a way that will not divide but rather unite us. The message of
Pentecost is that God desires unity of purpose amongst His people, although we may be working with different
and diverse spiritual gifts and skills to accomplish our shared goals. Let’s embrace our diversity and row in the
same direction instead of rowing in our own direction, which is self-serving instead of church-serving.
As we continue our sacred journey in the aftermath of the Easter miracle, let us enter Pentecost with action
and fellowship in our hearts—go out and DO something to serve God and our church. Find a cause or service you
are passionate about and pursue it, not just for the sake of service, but for the greater glory of God. As St. Teresa of
Ávila said, “Christ has no body on earth now but yours.” So, this summer, be Christ’s hands and feet, live out your
faith, and answer His call to serve. Let the heart of God inspire us on our journey together and light the way ahead.
Let’s put our faith into action...and ask God to guide us forward!
Almighty God, reclaim us now as we experience the season of Pentecost, that we might renew our commitment
and be empowered for faithful service. Use our hands to do the work you have called us to do. Use our caring to
build a stronger community. Use our witness to overcome ignorance of your way of love for all people. Amen.

Pentecost 
Christianity didn’t start with Jesus’ birth, death, or ascension
into heaven. It started with Pentecost, fifty days after Jesus’
death when the Holy Spirit entered the Upper Room holding
all the apostles and descended onto them, making each speak
in foreign tongues. This “Pentecost” experience allowed the
apostles direct communication with God and laid the
foundation for what would become Christianity.
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...the Cape May-Lewes Ferry fleet will be modernized?
The existing Cape May-Lewes Ferry fleet carrying passengers and vehicles across the 17-mile-wide
waterway is about to get a total makeover.
Delaware’s federal delegation recently announced $600,000 in funding from the U.S. Department of
Transportation for the proposed replacement of the fleet, which will be guided by a comprehensive Marine
Master Plan. The total estimated costs for three proposed replacement options vary from about $225 million
to $345 million, according to the Delaware River and Bay Authority. “If we didn’t repower two of the three
vessels, we’d be in dire straits,” said Heath Gehrke, director of ferry operations at DRBA. “The vessels aren’t
getting any younger.”
The DRBA, the bi-state agency that operates the aging fleet of ferries, has been working for two
years now on proposed plans to replace all three existing ferries, which can carry up to 100 vehicles and 800
passengers each. The DRBA is considering three options: Replacing the existing vessels with three ferries
that can carry 100 vehicles and 440 passengers, with three or four ferries that carry up to 75 cars and 330
passengers, or with five ferries with room for up to 55 cars and 240 passengers. All would call for a gradual
replacement of the current ferries, which were built in 1975 and 1981.
The biggest question remains which option officials will choose. A decision could be announced as
early as this summer, Gehrke said. Design and construction of a new vessel will take up to five years after a
decision is made. Timing may also depend on the availability of additional funding from the recently enacted
Infrastructure, Investment and Jobs Act, Gehrke said.
Whichever option is chosen, the new fleet will have new technology and more efficient engines that
can achieve higher speeds, according to officials, which would allow a new fleet to handle more daily trips.
Changing the fleet also will mean another $20 to $24 million in upgrades to the terminal area. “The ferry is
very important to this community and to the whole coastal area,” said DRBA Board Member and Lewes
Mayor Ted Becker, citing the $125 million annual boost to the local economy from ferry passengers.
Source: https://
delawarebusinesstimes.com/news/modern
-ferry-fleet-to-reducecarbon-footprint/
More than 17 million
vehicles and 45 million
passengers have crossed
the 17-mile mouth of
the Delaware Bay via
vessels of Cape MayLewes Ferry during its
interesting more-thanfive-decade history of operations that began July 1, 1964. Up to 100 vehicles and more than 800 passengers
today can board modern ferries longer than football fields for an enjoyable 85-minute mini-cruise across the
bay, with efficient access to highways and modern terminals on each side. Patrons now enjoy amenities
onboard such as elevators, air conditioning, television, wireless internet access, comfortable seating, and
safety measures not imagined more than 50 years ago.
Source: https://www.cmlf.com
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WHAT’S ALL THE BUZZZZZZZ ABOUT?
In this photo, you may think that Elaine and I have become astronauts, but actually
you see us in our “bee suits.” Four years ago, Doug Harbaugh, a Conley’s alumnus, offered
a hive to the church to be placed on church property. This did not turn out to be possible for
insurance reasons, so Doug offered it to us—thus began our beekeeping adventures.
We now have two hives that we
tend to lovingly throughout the year. Bees
do 99 percent of the work, and all we do
is make sure that they’re healthy, provide
supplementary feeding as necessary, and
make sure they don’t have mites (they
look like deer ticks). There are many
other things too that we have to do to
keep our bees thriving.
As many of you know, bees are
very beneficial for the trees and plants
and subsequently everything that we eat.
With up to 60,000 bees per hive, our bees
are responsible for everything in a fourmile radius. A side benefit of course is
honey production. Ask a beekeeper a
question, and you’re likely to get a
half-hour dissertation.
We love our bees and are very
devoted to their care. Stings are mostly
infrequent as long as you realize that their business is making honey and more bees. They actually get so
used to you that you can walk around the hive with impunity. So, go ahead and ask us a question, and we
will try to keep it to a half-hour or less!
- By Ed Perry

Getting Ahead of Ourselves

Continued from page 1

God calls His people to a zealous faith, but not a reckless one. This is important to remember as
we push ahead on life’s journey. The prophet Jeremiah assured God’s people that God has plans for us,
“plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). This assurance—
spoken at a time of prolonged tribulation and trial—freed God’s people to live faithfully in their present,
because they knew their future was held securely in God’s loving hands. The same is true today.
Whatever our future may hold, we know that God holds our future.
I pray that you are excited by the possibilities of tomorrow. But I also pray that we all live wisely
and faithfully today. We must not get so zealous in our own plans and expectations that we “miss the
way” and act foolishly. Summer is a time of activity...we would be wise to include time for spiritual
enrichment in our summer schedule. Amid the rush to fill agendas
and secure reservations, have we
bothered to seek God’s guidance?
As we look forward to times of
recreation or travel (even if only to
the nearby beach), have we allowed time to seek God’s presence
and to listen for His voice? May
we all stay firmly on the path that
leads to life...and may God bless
you with a safe and happy
summer!
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“no helmeted warriors, dead face down”
By Ron Starich
Remembering those who fought on beaches in foreign lands for our freedom.

No wet blood clumps in the sand
only sticky-sweet ice tea, colas, Gator Aid, and twilight wine;
no twisted barbed wire, spun where sand begets to weeds
only banks of waving sea oats, thistle, and sea grape vines;
no snare-drum bullets, their deafening sound falling men
only an occasional radio, fielding the airwaves in current ‘Pop’;
no helmeted warriors, dead face down
only visored sunbathers, lathered up in the latest sun block;
no row upon row, of amphibious assault vehicles
only Ski-Do’s, board surfers and the occasional Para sailing;
no crashing, pounding, breath-drowning waves
only shimmering on lullaby surf, against a sand castle’s railing;

no heavy-gear-toting war photographers, trying to capture truth
while hiding for dear life behind the hedgerow,
only tourists, snapping happy-time scrapbook memories:
a young man “clicks” his girlfriend, posing as a sultry “Monroe”;
no emotional wrenching screams, blasts, shouts or yells
only weekend laughter filled with expressions of folks having fun;
no forsaken war-torn land, prohibitive to wildlife’s presence
only squawks of gulls 'n' pelicans flying, warmed by the sun;
no fading, olive-green bags of stiff motionless bodies
aligned in the thick brick rows like some full parking lot,
only lanes of blue beach cabanas amid manicured white sands,
the “civilians” tent: for privacy, and protecting from sun rays hot;
no obvious death, it’s callous signs over all, under all, across all
within seconds of anyone’s reach,
just signs respecting no litter, and a freed land granted to all who pass
this way, thru this sand, up and down this, today’s beach!
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And he said to them: ...the Lord has delivered your enemies the
Moabites into your hand. So they went down after him and
seized the fords of the Jordan against the Moabites,
and permitted not a man to pass over.
They slew at that time about 10,000 Moabites,
all strong, courageous men; not a man escaped.
So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel,
and the land had peace and rest for eighty years.
Judges 3:28-30 (AMP)
Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.
John 15:13
Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the
dessert. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground
bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass
and reeds and papyrus will grow.
Isaiah 35:6-7
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT CONLEY’S?
WORSHIPPING
DURING THE
MONTH OF
JUNE
Worship with us on
Sundays at 10:00 AM
in person or online.
Our sanctuary is
cleaned and sanitized
every Monday in
accordance with
guidelines.
We live-stream
the service on
Vimeo and YouTube.
Links on our website.

Produced by:

◆Sunday Morning Bible Study
Pastor Jim Van Der Wall leads this group every Sunday morning at
8:30 am in Fellowship Hall.

◆Over 50 Yoga
Tuesdays 10:30-11:45 am in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own mat and
bottled water. $10 per session (cash only please).

◆Wednesday Soup Kitchen
Wednesdays at 11:00 am—1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.

◆Thursday Morning Bible Study
Thursday June 2 and June 9 at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall.
For more information: karenlessey@icloud.com; 302-448-9924.

◆UMM Meeting
Saturday, June 11, in Fellowship Hall at 8:30 am.
The Planning Team: John Reinford, Art Schmidt, Ron Starich.

◆Barratt’s Chapel Tour
Monday, June 13, at 10:00 am. The church van will leave at 9:00 am;
those riding in the van meet in the parking lot by 8:45 am. Please call or
email the church office to reserve a van seat. The group will lunch
together at Grotto’s in Milford.

◆UWF Meeting
Saturday, June 18, at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall. The Planning Team:
Susan Davis, Barb Evans, Louise Finn, Tina Washington.
For more information, click on the UWF icon on the church’s website.

◆CYC Summer Camp
The Summer Camp Program for underprivileged children begins on
Monday, June 20, and will run for 10 weeks.

◆Church Council Meeting
You can make a
donation or tithe using
the online portal on
our website:

conleysumc.org
Thank you
for supporting our
mission and for your
faithfulness in giving!
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Thursday, June 23, 6:30 pm in the library.

◆Prayer Service
Wednesday, June 29, at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Please join us for a
contemplative time to lift up prayers of praise, repentance, petition,
and thanks. All are invited.

Trip to Barratt’s Chapel
Monday, June 13
Leave Conley’s parking lot at 9:00 AM
Tour begins at 10:00 AM
Lunch following at Grotto Pizza in Milford
Ya’ll come!

What can you expect to see?




















·

The oldest gravestone in the cemetery, dated 1784.
A metal star on the chapel floor, denoting where Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke met and embraced during Coke’s sermon on Sunday, November 14, 1784. After the service they went to the
Barratt’s home and made plans to create the Methodist Church in America.
Grave of Bishop Felton May, an African American, which is located at the entrance of the chapel. He selected his own gravesite to counteract the racism that has taken place at Barratt’s over the
years.
The remote section of the cemetery where Native Americans and African Americans were buried.
Original tombstones where slaves or free blacks were buried interspersed among the
whites. However, an X had to be placed on the headstones of non-white burials.
Women worshipped on one side of the sanctuary, men on the other. We’ll discuss why there was
this split and see the divide that still exists.
The balcony, where blacks were forced to worship. And if there was a black preacher, he had to
preach from the balcony; the pulpit was only for white preachers.
The original proposed site for a modern vestry building. Once the digging commenced, a number of
bones were found. Research discovered that this was a potter’s field behind the chapel where people too poor to own a burial plot were laid to rest.
The pews, still in use, were constructed by a local undertaker. He used the scrap wood left over
from building caskets.
An even older pew exists in the museum, which was basically a split log and wooden pegs jutting
out in the seating area, incredibly uncomfortable.
The parsonage of Barratt’s was turned into a museum. You will be able to see the tiny kitchen and
tiny bathroom pre-1950’s pastors and their families had to use.
The three doors at the entrance of the chapel—the center door was for whites who sat on the ground
level. The two outer doors led directly to the balcony and were used by non-whites.
The pews in the balcony that were donated to Barratt’s—and once they arrived, they had to be
refinished because they contained lead paint and would have to be refinished. This is an expensive
undertaking.
Glazing on the original front of the chapel to
“fancy it up.” Also, indentations in the exterior
bricking were used for scaffolding during the
building process.
The museum was paid for by Delaware when the
state purchased a Methodist Church in order to
create the C and D canal. Those funds were used
for the museum.
In the rear of the sanctuary, there is a lower set
of pews that were used by children. In the museum there is a cane with a heavy bronze bulb at
the end. If the children on the back row misbehaved, they were conked on the head by the bulb
of that cane.
And much more…
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FATHER’S DAY REFLECTIONS
BRENNA MCSHANE

During summer break my dad and I would drive downtown together each workday morning. One day when
we were about three blocks from my office building, he simply said, “Always look at the world with new
eyes.” First I looked at him, then I looked up at the tall buildings surrounding me, and then I came to a realization that I had passed these places hundreds of times without truly seeing them. One moment they were
mundane, the next they were something newly discovered. A minute later, I kissed my dad’s cheek, said
goodbye and never saw the world the same way again.

AMBERLY ALENE ELLIS
My most frequent childhood memory is that of my father with a camera in hand, recording every important
moment and adventure of my life. Ever present and encouraging, my father’s sense of fearlessness and desire
for adventure have inspired my brother and me to push every boundary that has ever stood in front of us. His
stories of surviving in the wild against every obstacle imaginable — from being on assignment photographing
poisonous snakes in the Amazon to sleeping at the top of a tree to escape the black bear that prowled at the
trunk below him — taught us that anything is possible. At 20, my dad gave me the gift of my first professional camera, and it changed my life. I am thankful to this daring man who overcame so many challenges in his
life to see that his daughter could live a life under a sky of endless opportunities, and, of course, endless
adventure.

ANNE MUSCARELLA
At 6:54 a.m.: “FEET ON THE FLOOR!” my dad would say, bursting into my bedroom for the third time,
ripping the covers off and pulling me by my feet to the bottom of the mattress and placing my toes onto
the cold wood floor. He took joy in this weekday morning ritual, and secretly, I did too. I will always
cherish memories like this, the seemingly unremarkable and yet unforgettable ways he was there for me.
He was my toughest editor — sitting up late nights at the kitchen table helping me with a writing assignment, saying to me over and over, “Say what you mean, and mean what you say”—a mantra I carry with
me to this day. He was my biggest cheerleader, shouting from the sidelines at every soccer match like it
was the Super Bowl, and going through the play-by-play on the car ride home. What made the most significant impression on me, and what I carry with me most proudly, is the way he cared for others. He was
always there to lend a helping hand, treating everyone as an equal and worthy of unconditional love. His
smile lit up a room, his laughter lightened the mood and the world was a better place when he was here.

STEVEN LOZIC
This Father’s Day, as I enter fatherhood for the first time, I reflect on what my own father bestowed upon me
—and the bar has been set pretty damn high! I think it’s natural for a boy to see his own father as the best
damn dad in the world, but only now do I understand the specific qualities. A devoted sense of family.
Patience, even in the most impossible situations. Hard work and dedication to provide the best for his family.
Sacrifice. Making it out to every excruciatingly boring Little League game (even when I sat on the bench).
Appreciating every second of family time even when he disagreed with the movie-night pick…then laughing
HYSTERICALLY throughout Ace Ventura: When Nature Calls. Doing it all without needing a single thankyou. This December, when I meet my child for the first time, I have a feeling that I’ll finally realize the full
extent of why my father was able to do all of this for me. Hopefully I can show my eternal gratefulness by
committing everything I have to give to my family and to spread the innate and unconditional love that is
being a Lozic.

BARBARA FLETCHER
My dad died when I was in my early 30s, but not before imparting three important life hacks that stick with
me today. 1. Be whimsical, and don’t apologize for it. This can be everything from building crazy stuff just to
see what happens to experiencing something just because you can. 2. Take good care of people. Whether it’s
your family, friends or that stranger who needs a hand, give them one. (And then say something to make them
laugh.) 3. Love deeply, love unconditionally. If someone needs to be told off, that’s OK too. But still love
them. I miss my lovely, big-hearted, badass dad every day.

Resource—https://www.ozy.com/

10

—Reprint of an article written by Bob Marx that appeared in the May 13 issue of the Cape Gazette
in the Faith & Spirituality section.

Conley’s Church Food Ministries Help the Hungry
The web site of Conley’s Church states very simply that “we serve God by serving others.” One of the
ways that the church translates those words into action is through their food ministries. If you are food
insecure or homeless you soon realize that there are many gaps in the social service safety net. These
gaps were exacerbated during the pandemic. Conley’s Church food ministries works to close some of
these gaps by providing meals to food insecure and homeless individuals in Sussex County through
multiple outreach programs. When visits to Conley’s Food Pantry decreased during the pandemic hundreds of dollars of food that was nearing its expiration date was donated to a program serving women
and children who had been victims of abuse.
In past years Conley’s had been distributing donated food to several affordable housing complexes in
Millsboro. During the pandemic it was noted that children were not getting breakfast and lunch because
they did not attend school in person, so about a year ago the Feeding the Flock ministry was started.
Bag lunches are provided on Monday and Friday to anyone who needs food, no questions asked,
whether they live in the apartment complex where the food is being distributed or not.
Conley’s recently provided meals for Code Purple at the old Troop 7 building, and at the Community
Resource Center in Rehoboth. After Code Purple ceased operations for the warmer weather, Conley’s
started supplying meals on weekends for the homeless encampment in Georgetown.
The food for these ministries comes from a combination of donations from businesses and individuals. The work of meal preparation and delivery is
done by a small but dedicated group of volunteers
including Edwina Flannery, Betty Hudson, Cindy
Galloway, Kathy Straub, Dale Kehrer, Carol
Ridgeley, Bill Barry, Scherrie Barry,
and Cheryl Wood.
The future of helping the food insecure would be
much improved by having a coordinated year
round distribution system that includes strategic
transportation to better fill the gaps in the current
social service system. If you would like to help,
call or email the church office:
(302) 945-1881; conleysumc@gmail.com
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CONLEY’S CHURCH
33106 Jolyns Way
Lewes, DE 19958
Pastor: Rev. Dr. William Davis
E-mail: conleysumc@gmail.com
Website: conleysumc.org
Phone: 302-945-1881
Worship with us:
Sunday at 10:00 AM
(Details provided on page 8)

Lord, we pray specifically for fathers and fatherhood across
our land. Your Word clearly instructs fathers to raise their children
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. God, we thank You for
the men who are leading according to Your statutes and the ones
that are laying their lives down for Your purposes.
We pray that You will continue to use these men to lead
their families and other men. We pray You will strengthen all the
fathers of our nation and that You will continue to empower our
churches, organizations, and individuals to invest in fathers and
fatherhood for the sake of our children. Amen.
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