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             A Message from Pastor Davis  
 

...the time came for the baby to be born...[Mary] wrapped him in cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

Luke 2:6-7 

 In the midst of hectic holiday activities, a woman bought a box of pretty Christmas cards 
without bothering to read the verse. In a rush to get them in the mail, she hastily signed several dozen 
cards and sent them off to her friends and acquaintances. Several days after they had been mailed, she 
came across the box with a few leftover cards. She paused to look at the message she had sent and was 
horrified to read, “This card is just to say...a little gift is on the way!”   

This anecdote illustrates a warning that most churchgoers have heard many times through the 
years: if we are not careful, we can get so caught up in the activities surrounding the holidays that we 
fail to see the message contained within. The demands that seem so important can crowd out what truly 
is important.   

 The Scripture passage above has given rise to a staple of Christmas pageants everywhere—the 
overbooked innkeeper who has no room for Joseph, Mary, and Jesus. Overwhelmed by the demands 
created by a Roman census, he relegates the most important guest of all to a stable. He missed it. So can 
we. We can lose sight of the meaning in the midst of the activities—even “good” activities like sending 
cards and exchanging gifts.  Our choice is often not between good and bad, but between good and bet-
ter. In a classic biblical example, Jesus pointed out that his friend, Martha, was “worried about many 
things,” but that her sister, Mary, had “chosen what is better” (Luke 10:41-42).  

 The season of Advent reminds us that God is with us. Through the Holy Spirit the presence of 
God is just as real for us as it was for the innkeeper and for Martha. The distractions are just as real too. 
As Christians, we are called to choose what is better, to choose the extraordinary over the ordinary. 

   Let’s choose well this year. Let’s choose the love of God and God’s 
   people over the love of things. Let’s choose peace and goodwill over    
   partisanship and greed. Let’s choose to make room in our holiday 
   traditions—and, more importantly, in our lives—for the presence 
   of the living Christ. 
 

   Wishes for a merry and meaningful Christmas from the Davis 
   family to you and yours! 
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     Call To God 
            
     We are to pray during our reading so that God might enable us to 

     properly understand himself and his will and open to us one door 

     after the other into his word.” Philip Jakob Spener (1635-1705) 

     Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

     unsearchable things you do not know. Jeremiah 33:3 

Almighty God, Your scriptures are often mysterious and beyond our limited human understanding. 
In our reading we call to You and You give us clarity, a little at a time. The more we read and pray 
the more You reveal to us of Yourself. Your apostle 
Paul tells us “Now we see as in a dark mirror but then 
we shall see and understand fully.” All Your promises 
come true in Jesus Christ. Thank You for the blessing 
of prayer; open communication with You. Through 
Your word and prayer, we know You better and be-
come more like Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 SPARC 

It Defies Logic        

          By Max Lucado 

“Here is my servant whom I have chosen. I love him, and I am pleased with him.”   Matthew 12:18 

Those who saw Jesus—really saw him—knew there was something different. At his touch blind 
beggars saw. At his command crippled legs walked. At his embrace empty lives filled with vision. 

He fed thousands with one basket. He stilled a storm with one command. He raised the dead with one 
proclamation. He changed lives with one request. He rerouted the history of the world with one life, 
lived in one country, was born in one manger, and dies on one hill. 

God did what we wouldn’t dare dream. He did what we couldn’t 
imagine. He became a man so we could trust him. He became a 
sacrifice so we could know him. And, he defeated death so we 
could follow him. 

It defies logic. It is a divine insanity. A holy incredibility. Only a 
Creator beyond the fence of logic could offer such a gift of love. 

 

“Grace For The Moment” Vol II, 2006 [August 10] 



Odyssea 
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    Gifts of Necessity 
         By Art Schmidt 

     

    “Everything we own and everything we have comes from God. So, when 

    we give, we simply offer him a small portion of the abundance he has 

    already given to us.”   -James 1:17 NIV 
 

     

     In the movie “A Home of Our Own,” Frances Lacey (played by 

    Kathy Bates) is a strong-willed mother of six who’s left alone to pro-

    vide for her family after her husband passed away. Determined to find a 

    better place to raise her children, Frances sells their home and sets out 

    on a journey for a better life. 

 Several days later while driving through Iowa, Frances sees an unfinished house in the distance 

and decides this is their new home. She barters with the owner to purchase the structure and three acres 

of land in exchange for chores done by the family. Frances gets a job in town and the older children get 

odd jobs after school. Despite the trappings of poverty and the miseries that accompany financial duress, 

they begin to slowly make progress on their home in preparation for the oncoming winter. They find it 

very difficult to buy building supplies when most of their money must go towards food and clothing. All 

their labor and resources become focused on the completion of the house and Frances makes sure that 

everything they buy is an absolute necessity. 

 For the first Christmas in their new home, Frances prepared the best meal possible and even 

managed to have gifts for her children. But her children’s faces changed from excitement to extreme 

disappointment when they opened each package—instead of a new game or toy, they got a new tool. 

They became angry and started crying. The oldest son yelled at his mother and told her they “deserved” 

some toys for all their hard work. Frances tried to explain to them that they needed tools more than toys, 

but her children would not listen. It took them some time, but they began to listen and appreciate their 

mother’s love, sacrifice, and valuable life lessons. 

 As we make our way through the Season of Advent, we turn our attention to the tradition of 

giving gifts to those we love and care about most. As Christians, we realize that God loves us and gives 

us gifts as well all through the year—perhaps not exactly what we want, but certainly what we need. 

When we celebrate God’s greatest gift—the birth of His son, Jesus Christ—we are reminded that Jesus 

was born in a time when many people did not want him; they became angry and would not listen. But 

in time, people began to listen and appreciate God’s love, sacrifice, and valuable life lessons. 

 During this Advent Season, let us pause from our busy holiday activities and take time to reflect 

upon the gifts God has given us—many of which we take for granted. May we be more thankful for the 

gifts gathered around the Christmas tree wrapped in love than the ones under it wrapped in paper. 

Thank God for our gifts of necessity—His precious gifts of love bestowed upon us. 

 ODYSSEA: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY  

Emmanuel  God With Us 

Forgive us Lord if on our journey we are distracted by the tempting 

offers of this world. Keep our hearts aflame with the hope of Christmas, 

the promise of a Savior, and the light of the world to guide us home. 

Thank you Lord for the gift of Jesus. Amen 
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...these interesting facts about Christmas? 
 
 

◆ The word “Christmas” is derived from the Old English “Cristes Maesse” meaning,  

     “Mass of Christ”. 

◆ Candy canes were invented in Germany in 1837 and made into a “J” for Jesus. 

     The red stripes symbolize His blood. 

◆ The song “Jingle Bells” was originally a Thanksgiving song called “One Horse  

     Open Sleigh” and written by James Pierpont between 1853 and 1857. 

◆ Toys for Tots was founded in L.A. and 5,000 toys were collected during their first drive in 1947. 

◆ The first Salvation Army collection kettle was a large crab pot with the sign “Keep The Pot Boiling” 

     and placed in San Francisco’s Oakland Park Ferry at the foot of Market St. 

◆ The first Christmas celebration held on American land was in 1539 at a 

     religious mass held in Tallahassee, Florida 

◆ The concept of “caroling” had nothing to do with Christmas. Medieval carols 

     were liturgical songs in the 12th century, while traveling to different homes 

     came from a tradition in England of wishing good fortunes to your neighbors 

     in exchange for gifts. 

◆ Charles Dickens loved to celebrate Christmas. It only took him six weeks to write 

     “A Christmas Carol” that was published in 1843. 

◆ During Christmas, gifts are shared symbolizing the gifts given to Christ by 

     the three wise men—Gaspar (Caspar), Melchior, and Balthazar. 

◆ Christmas trees usually have to grow 15 years to a height of 6 to 7 feet 

     before they can be sold. For every tree harvested, one to three seedlings are 

     planted in the following spring. 

◆ The top six Christmas tree producing states are: 

     Oregon, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Washington, and Wisconsin.  

◆ The tallest Christmas tree displayed was in Seattle, Washington. It measured 

     221 feet tall and was displayed in December 1950. 

◆ The Statue of Liberty was gifted to the U.S. by France in 1886 and considered 

     the biggest Christmas gift ever.  

◆ The New Testament gives no date or year for Jesus’ birth. The earliest gospel –  

     St. Mark’s, written about 65 CE – begins with the baptism of an adult Jesus. 

     This suggests the lack of interest in or knowledge of Jesus’ birthdate.  
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     This year, I became the coordinator of our retired United Methodist 

    pastor’s group. We gather once a month at a different church to eat lunch 

    and fellowship with one another. On December 20, the retirees will meet at 

    noon at Conley’s Church for a gala Christmas party. For people used to the 

    busyness of the Advent/Christmas season it will be a delight to simply share 

    camaraderie with one another. We’ll sing Christmas carols, wear Christmas 

    sweaters, and have a wonderful Conley’s meal. 

On Friday, December 23, I will be working the holiday checkout counter at Conley’s Thrift Shop – 

helping people get in their last-minute shopping. Bargains abound! 

On Saturday, Christmas Eve, I will be preaching in historic Conley’s 

Chapel at 8:00 pm—celebrating the coming of Christ into the world. For me, 

the candlelight service makes Christmas the special day that it is. 

On Sunday, Christmas Day, I have volunteered to lead the 10:00 am 

worship service and preach so Pastor Bill can take the holiday off. We are open 

on Christmas Day! There will be some Christmas caroling with Jean Carpenter 

accompanying us on the piano. 

For New Year’s Eve, Marie and I will be flying to Nashville to visit son Scott and his wife Ashley. 

Scott works from home, so he can really live anywhere in the country that he wants. They decided to leave 

Delaware and move to the Nashville suburb of Mt. Juliet where they are building a new home. We are flying 

in on Wednesday, December 28, and then on Thursday we’ll be going to a football game at Nissan Stadium 

featuring the Tennessee Titans vs the Dallas Cowboys. On Friday we are flying back to Philadelphia and at-

tending a Friday evening wedding in Phoenixville PA. The whirlwind week will end with a drive home on 

Saturday, New Year’s Eve. I’ll be preaching at Trinity UMC in Salisbury on Sunday, New Year’s Day. 

 The 8:30 am Adult Sunday School class I teach was moved out of the library in 

   2020 because COVID kept us from being that close to one another. Now, we feel the 

   fellowship hall we’ve been using is too cavernous, so we are returning to the library. 

   Feel free to join us. The class has a simple concept—we read the Bible and discuss 

   what we read. Two of the members of our class have never been in a Bible study 

   before. It is a great way to discuss God’s word and to prepare oneself to enter 

   the sanctuary for worship. No class on December 25 or January 1. 

The voices of Christmas past speak to us from the grounds of the former Living Nativity. Every year, 

hundreds of people would walk the horseshoe trail and review the life of Christ – starting with the Garden of 

Eden (where I would be the “voice of God”) and ending with the Easter resurrection. I believe God has plans 

for that area on the church property – I can hardly wait to see what ministry emerges from the ashes of the 

Living Nativity. A respite for the needy? A new thrift shop location? Something yet unimagined? 

Bishop Peter Story, of the Methodist Church in South Africa, has an insightful view of what to look 

for in a church. He writes: “Who is the focus of the church? 

Should it be me? Who is the church most concerned about? 

For Jesus, the answer is very simple. In God’s Kingdom, the 

humble are lifted high and the most vulnerable are offered a 

place. That is why you cannot ask Jesus into your heart alone. 

He will ask, ‘Can I bring my friends?’, and you will look at his 

friends and they will consist of the poor and marginalized and 

oppressed. But Jesus is clear: ‘You can join me only if I can 

bring my friends.’” 

What Christian has most powerfully impacted the 

modern world? Is it some satin-suited television preacher? 

Or is it a wizened old Albanian nun, who made herself the servant of the poorest of the poor, the dying and 

diseased people of Calcutta? Mother Teresa provides a powerful example of the best way to use church 

resources. By reaching out to the needy, you become the face of Christ.  
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         By  Sandie Wysocki  

 

 

 

 

 

There is a town so small in size 
it grows but once a year 

When kings demand a coin or two 
from travelers far and near. 

So, Joseph, placed his wife with child, 
upon a donkey’s back 

To journey to their town of birth 
with Mary and their pack. 

Oh Bethlehem!, with crowds so great, 
there’s no place at the inn. 

A stable beckons, “Come to me 
beyond the noisy din.” 

Mary, Mary, blessed by God, 
His son, so sweet arrived. 

To shepherds tending flocks at night 
beneath the darkened skies. 

When suddenly, a ray of light 
shone before their eyes. 

Our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord 
who takes away our sin. 

So, open up your waiting heart 
and ask Him to come in. 

He’ll live with you and love you deeply 
and take away your strife. 

A joyous gift at Christmastime to 
love you all your life. 

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
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Season’s Greetings and An End-of-Year Update  

      From Louise Finn 

 

 

 

As I reflect on my past two years in this role, I am very pleased with the progress we made in restarting the 

church ministries after the pandemic shutdown, while providing oversight for much needed repairs, mainte-

nance and upgrades to our beautiful church, historic chapel, and industrious Thrift Store. I chuckle every time 

I think back to that day in December 2020, when Pastor Bill asked me to take on the role as “Council Chair”, 

saying “all I had to do was run the meeting”. My goodness, that was just the tip of the iceberg!   

Together, we truly have been the hands and the feet in doing God’s work for our church and in the local com-

munity. Our food ministry was officially given a name, ‘Feeding the Flock’ and under Cheryl’s leadership 

and hard work has become an important service provider for the underserved in Sussex County. In the com-

ing months, they plan to become an official non-profit and expand operations through the help of local com-

munity leaders. Last spring, Karen came to us very excited about starting Conley’s Camp for disadvantaged 

children. Within a short amount of time, we worked with her to develop a plan, a budget and connect her with 

resources within Conley’s. The camp was a great success. Finally, the Fall Festival was a great success! We 

had 43 vendors participate indoors. Outdoors, over 80 children with their families visited the many activities 

offered, which were all free. The UWF & UMM partnership ensured the event ran smoothly and everyone 

had a good time.   

As we continue to move forward, we have also experienced growing pains and asked God to guide us. Our 

Thrift Store & Chapel recently suffered financial damages resulting from the road construction project at the 

intersection of Conley’s Chapel & Robinsonville Roads. We are working for a fair and just outcome. Our 

cemetery suffered damages from an uninsured driver and again, we are working through the challenge. Even 

though these situations seem devastating, God sends us angels each time to help get us back on track.   

Finally, a recent decision was made by the Council to begin the “Process of Discernment” regarding the deci-

sion of staying within the United Methodist religion or disaffiliating to become independent or to align with 

another religion. Council members have attended each of the four “Listening Post” sessions offered by the 

Pen-Del District to hear differing perspectives on the issues. The Council voted in November to take the next 

step, to begin the discernment process, which is intended to educate us and encourage us to prayerfully 

approach the decision as a congregation. Our District Superintendent, Rev. Joe Archie will facilitate  

the process for us. 

The process will begin in 2023 and take about two months to complete. Everyone is welcome and 

encouraged to participate.   

1. Participate in the “Stay or Go” Real Talk Webinar 

2. Participate in a four-week Bible Study on Living Faithfully 

3. Participate in an Open Forum, a safe space for Q & A 

 

The Church Council wishes each one of you a happy and safe Christmas season.   

   CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRIES 

 

The last month has been busy.  

Higher Ground Outreach ministry moved into a permanent office. Lou and April are the directors of this min-

istry and are the ones who minister to the homeless tent dwellers. The permanent building has allowed them 

to expand their ministry. We are continuing to work with them to bring people to Conley’s on Wednesdays 

for lunch, a shower and laundry. We also are continuing to provide a meal on Saturdays but now have the 

luxury of serving it inside. We will continue to partner with them in providing other services such as counsel-

ing and finance management. We have been blessed to be able to share the Good News of the Gospel and the 

unconditional love of Christ with this group. 

The Pallet Houses in Georgetown are still not completed. Hopefully people will be able to move in by mid-

December. Bath House and Community Gathering/meal/office space slated to be installed next spring. We 

have been told that only one person will be allowed to occupy each house. That will be 40 people. There are 

currently over 200 homeless people in the Georgetown area. We do know that there is also a small homeless 

population in the Lewes-Rehoboth area.  

On Tuesday, November 22, I will participate in a Zoom meeting with others dealing with the homeless 

population. Our focus is on loitering and pan-handling at this meeting. The meeting was initiated by Housing 

Alliance Delaware. 

Several of us have begun meeting to discuss how we can effectively expand our Feeding the Flock food min-

istry. A friend in the community has vast experience with the food bank in West Chester, PA; and has offered 

to help us in this effort. He has many contacts in the community that will be able to help in this endeavor. 

One of the first steps we will take is to make Feeding the Flock a separate non- profit entity. This will enable 

us to apply for specific grants. There is also the possibility of resurrecting Conley’s vegetable garden. 

Our bag lunch program has the potential to expand beyond what we are currently doing by using other distri-

bution points in addition to the apartments in Millsboro. In particular, the Hickman Motel has a larger 

number of families living there now.  

Soup for the Soul is going strong with four solid teams of volunteers. Don’t 

forget to check the sign-up sheet in the narthex for soup and dessert needs. 

God is continually opening doors for us. We need to seize these opportuni-

ties and follow God’s direction. 

As always, we appreciate your support of our ministry with your time, 
your talents as well as your financial support. 

 

- Peace! Cheryl Wood 
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                  CONLEY’S THRIFT SHOP 

 

 

 We have really been fortunate to have great fall weather almost all the way through November. It 

has enhanced our opportunities for sales from the sheds with the temperatures being pleasant enough that 

you could shop in the sheds for extended periods of time. Now we are facing old man winter and dreading 

having to be outside- Never happy, are we? 

 

 We have had several great opportunities to help families in our community this month. A great big 

thank you to Steve, Thom and Chris for stepping up and assisting Lisa and Ray to clean out her brother’s 

home in less than a week’s time, plus keep us running at the shop. YOU ARE THE GREATEST!!!! Also. 

a big thank you to Lynn, Bonnie, Sheila, Dale, Michael and Al for pitching in and sorting and pricing the 

many bins of household items plus our regular donations. TEAMWORK—THIS IS WHAT IT’S ALL 

ABOUT!!!!! 

 

 The Thrift Shop was able to donate $1,000.00 to Conley’s Family Assistance Program and $400.00 

to the Feed the Flock Ministry for October’s charity drawings. Two of our shop volunteers also donated their 

charity drawing monies to Feed the Flock. We are happy to participate with these worthwhile programs. We 

continue to collect socks, underwear, and usable clothing for the Douglas Street Encampment that Cheryl 

Wood is working with. 

  

 All of the Thrift Shop staff and volunteers want to wish each of you a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

Share God’s blessings with friends and neighbors, give a smile or a hug to someone and tell them that they 

are loved. 

 

- Pat Vogt 

 

Stockings for the Homeless— 

 

 The UWF will be collecting personal care items through Sunday, 

 December 11. A collection basket is located in the Narthex and 

 the items needed are: 

 Shampoo, Body Wash, Full Size Bar Soap and Baby Wipes, 

 Body Lotion, Hand & Foot Warmers, Toothbrushes & Toothpaste. 

 For Men & Women: Disposable Razors, Deodorant, Socks, and Gloves. 
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Red Bird Missionary Conference is in Southeastern KY. It is the most comprehensive mission 

effort of the United Methodist Church in the United States, providing outreach and services that minister 

to the whole person (spiritual, physical, social, and economic). The people of Conley’s UMC continue 

to support this vital and exciting ministry. For that we thank you. 

 

In the past Conley’s congregation has been very generous to the Seaman’s Center Christmas 

drive. This year we did not participate because too late we discovered the Center is now requesting full 

size items instead of the hotel size bottles. The decision was made to notify everyone earlier next year 

and then collect the donations. Please accept my apologies for the late notice. 

 

Kairos Outside Weekend #4 took place in April 2022 and was truly a blessing to team members 

and guests alike. In fact, four of the guests from this weekend are now on team for weekend #5. That is 

the power of God touching hearts and people wanting to share what they have received with others. 

Kairos Outside Weekend #5 is scheduled for April 21-23, 2023. I know Conley’s does not support this 

mission for applause or recognition but know that it is appreciated, and that God is moving in people’s 

lives through this mission.  

 

Kairos of Delaware’s second annual Songfest was scheduled for the first Saturday in October. 

Hurricane Ian dampened those plans. However, we are learning from these experiences and hope to be 

able to provide more up to the minute information for future events. Thank you to all the volunteers who 

worked so hard on this event and to the bands who were willing to give their time and talent to Kairos. 

We hope to see you at Songfest in Oct 2023 rain or shine. 

 

Grace and Peace, Marie Van Der Wall 

Mission Team Leader 

State Chapter Committee Chair, Kairos of Delaware 

MISSION TEAM UPDATES 
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   THERE CAME UPON A VACATION CLEAR 

   “we sojourn here, this Samaria, He’d given no reason” 

   There came upon our ‘vacation’ clear, 

   perchance three women in that holiest season 

   bearing gifts: 

   their burdens to place, would be on our hearts station. 

   Unknown to us, at this our personal vacation, 

   we heard ‘a call’ and felt the ‘Master’s pull’ 

   that we sojourn here, this Samaria, He’d given no reason. 

   The First came with blood tests 

   revealing new found cancer 

   disclosed to her 

   that anxious Christmas Eve day; 

   The Second, struggled 

   with a parting decision, when to lay 

   into heavens’ holding arms 

   her long time elder pet companion secure; 

   The Third, there came a young school dropout, 

   caring for fragile parents ‘n babe of her imprisoned brother, 

   odd-job employed, she hoped to one day attend a Welding Trade, 

   (recently recovering from addiction), her only confessed 

   obvious strength, was that by Jesus, she had been saved! 

   ‘Twas now oh so clear, 

   The Master’s unstated reason 

   for our personal ‘vacation’, was to present them for us… 

   to fulfill His personal ’mission’ season! 

 
         

    Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, 

       and said, I have compassion on the multitude, 

       because they continue with me now 

       three days, and have nothing to eat: 

       and I will not send them away fasting, 

       lest they faint in the way. 

   Matthew 15:32 (KJV) 

 

                                               

 

 

 

 

From the book “A Fall Of  Words” by Ron Starich 
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WORSHIPPING 

 DURING THE 

MONTH OF 

DECEMBER 

 

Worship with us on 
Sundays at 10:00 AM 
in person or online. 

We live-stream 
the service on 

Vimeo and YouTube.  
Links on our website. 

 

 

Produced by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You can make a 
donation or tithe using 

the online portal on 

our website: 

conleysumc.org 
 

Thank you 
for supporting our 

mission and for your 
faithfulness in giving! 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT CONLEY’S? 

◆Sunday Morning Bible Study  
Sundays at 8:30 am in the Library with Pastor Jim Van Der Wall. 

Note: no morning Bible study on December 25 or January 1. 

◆Over 50 Yoga Class  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:45 am in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own mat and 

bottled water. $10 per session (cash only please). 

◆Soup for the Soul  
Wednesdays at 11:00 am—1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. The sign-up 

sheets are in the Narthex. 

◆Bible Study Class 
Thursdays at 10:00 am December 1 - 22 in Fellowship Hall. The 

study is based upon the book “Because Of Bethlehem” Max Lucado. 
More info: Karen Lessey at 302-448-9924; karenlessey@icloud.com. 

◆Capital Ringers Concert 
The Capital Ringers will perform their “Christmas Reflections” concert 

at Conley’s on Sunday, December 4, at 4:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 

Tickets are $20 (children 18 or under FREE) available on their website: 

capitalringers.org/js_events/christmas-reflections-lewes-conleys-umc/ 

or at the door (cash or credit card). 

◆Angel Tree 2022 
Please bring wrapped gifts to the church by Sunday, December 18. 

◆UMM Meeting 
Saturday, December 10,  8:30 am at the Ocean Grill in Long Neck. 

The Planning Team: John Reinford, Art Schmidt, Ron Starich. 

◆Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, December 15, at 6:30 pm in the library. 

◆UWF “Christmas Party” 
Saturday, December 17,  12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. The planning 

team: Susan Davis, Barb Evans, Louise Finn, Tina Washington. 

For more information, click on the UWF icon on the church’s website. 

◆Conley’s Choir Christmas Cantata 
“Tidings of Joy” by Joseph Martin will be presented by our choir on 

Sunday, December 18, at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary. 

◆ Advent Celebration 
Advent ends on Sunday, December 24. A Candlelight service will be 

held at the Church 6 pm and the Chapel 8 pm. We hope that you and 

your family will worship with us as we prepare for the coming of the 

Messiah and celebrate Christmas!  
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

       The Capital Ringers Ensemble will be 

       performing their “Christmas Reflections” 

       concert at Conley’s in the sanctuary on  

       Sunday, December 4, at 4 pm. 

       Tickets are available for $20 (children 18 & 

       under are FREE) on their website: 

       www,capitalringers.org/js_events/ 

       christmas-reflections-lewes-conleys-umc

       or at the door (cash or credit card). 

       Please call/email the church office for  

       more information. 

 
  

 

  

 Each year during October, needy families in our local area are 
  contacted so they can provide some information about the needs and wants 
  of their children. That information is entered on a slip of paper and the slips 
  are hung on a Christmas tree in the Narthex. The slip will give the age, sex, 
  sizes, and suggestions for clothing and/or toys for the child. Last year, 52 
  children in our community received 3 wrapped gifts each from the generosity 
  of our Conley's congregation. Our hope is that this year’s Angel Tree event 
  will be successful as in previous years. The Angel Tree is in the Narthex and 
  gifts must be wrapped and brought to the church by Sunday, December 18th.  

 

  

 

  Karen Lessey is leading a special Advent Bible Study Class that will run 
  for four weeks: December 1 – 22. The class will meet at 10:00 am on 
  Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall and the theme is based upon the 
  book by Max Lucado: “Because Of Bethlehem”. 

  Karen has books and study guides on hand and the cost for the set 
  is $12.50. For more information and to register for the class, please 

  contact Karen Lessey at 302-448-9924; karenlessey@icloud.com. 

ADVENT 

BIBLE STUDY 

CLASS 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 
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Facebook: @conleysumc 

Instagram: /conleysumc 

YouTube: /Conleys UMC  
 

Editor/Publisher: Art Schmidt 

Copy Editor: Judy Parson 
 

December Issue Deadline: 

December  20 

Conley’s United Methodist Church 

33106 Jolyn’s Way 

Lewes, Delaware 19958 

 

 

“For unto us a child is born, 

unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, 

The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace.”  

Isaiah 9:6 KJV 

Christmas at Conley’s 

December 18-10 am 

Celtic Christmas Cantata 

 “Tidings of Joy” 

Presented by Conley’s Choir 

December 24-6 pm 

Candlelight Service 

 Conley’s Church 

December 24-8 pm 

Candlelight Service 

 Conley’s Chapel 

December 25-10 am 

Christmas Worship Service 

 Conley’s Church 

 


